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the Greek 9800 os has © Hove which ee was a | 
name of honour and reſpect, but came afterwards bo. bot 


Sutherland, inſtead of the general name of Gaul or Fo- 
reigner, the natives came to know what they were, and 
—_ them OY and me Dhl 5 which names 


8 „ 
* 
5 


| a * 
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have travelled to | Greees for the meaning of the word; for 
r Durdheach, is the common word now uſed for 


an eee © or wissend; and cher ae is enchantment. 


uſed in an ill ſenſe, and to 6gnify a magician. |. | © 
80 Durdb, which was firſt a name of reſpect; given to 55 
their prieſts, when Chriſtianity took place, was applied bo, 
enchanters ʒ for ſuch they reckoned the Heathen prieſts. 
'T'could give many other inſtances to the ſame purpoſe. 
Our Antiquaries derive Albion, the ancient name of Bri- 


tain, from the Latin word a/bus, white. The name that 


Scotland ſtill retains in Gzlic, i is Alabin, which in that lan- 


_ guage ſigniſies, literally, wild mountains, from alla, wild, 


and bin, mountains; thus a bee ee, ee . 
wild mountaineers. | 


en, e oa e or 


| Ireland from Scotland, which i is more probable, it is evident 


they were e eee the 98 dople, us wan a et 
ſame language. f 
And it is no ics ideas they 4 came e 955 


5 the northern parts of Europe, who ſpoke the Saxon, or 
Teutonic, and ſettled in Scotland. The latter landed a LE 
the moſt Northern part of this Iſland, which they called 


Cat · neſb, as they called SO # 4 258 * e 


ſeonth af chens Sutherlend e 0 . 


The natives who were ande country boſons: 3 4 2nd: 


ſpoke" the Blies called: them Gaul or Goile, che com- 


mon deſignation they gave to all foreigners, and the coun- 
try they called Gallon. When the latter extended farther 
South, and came to poſſeſs the country called by them 
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Catneſs Sa Sutherland ſtill retain in the Gælic- Thus ; 
Lord Sutherland. is called Merar Kum. and Land. hens | 


Morar Gaus. 


As to the WE Po are Aufrious 8 diltinguiſhed "i 


the ſurname FRASER, all our Antiquaries ſeem to be a- 


greed, that they are of a Gaulic origin. But they are un- 
certain as to the preciſe Æra they firſt came into this realm. 
Our hiſtorians, however, mention this ſurname among 


the firſt of thoſe we had from . and as ſoon as any 
furnames became hereditary... 


Sir George M*Kenzie, Lord Advocate of Scotland, and 


a great 2 and Herald, derives them from Pierre 


Fraſer, Seigneur 
to Scotland with the Ambaſſadors of Charlemagne, about, 


the year of our Lord 807, ll and mentions the armorial 5 
5 bearing of the family, which Was, and ſtill i 18, 2. field azure, 
ſemi, with ſtrawberries, called in French Fraiſes; theſe, 


were afterwards-reduced to ſeven, (as ſculptured on the 
Croſs. at Peebles) and now to three. This firſt importation 
of Fraſers, were made Thanes of the Iſle of Man, where 


one of their Baronial families remain to this day, and are 


ah by the Gzlic ſurname Frizel, * e 
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* Count v bi det td Baron Ferzin in Kathe, near Revd, 


no in the ſervice of Ruſſia, aſked me many queſtions about the deſcend. - 
ents of their family, who had landed in Scotland; and on my mentioning, e 
that M*Pherſon of Cluney, chief of that tribe, was my Siſter's Son, they 


JJ Nin 
me. Anno 2777. | . n 


© Boris Hollnghed, . lee. Life of i Ales Fraſer, 


1 Baron Frizel's lden Son agnes back pode Earl Howe, in 
the Naval Victory 1ſt June 1794, on board the Royal Charlotte; and hi 


ſecond ſon, whoſe literary W 8 are wal known | in Edinburgh Vaiver-" | 


5 ip F | EE 


e Troile, a French gentleman, 1 who came 
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Me Following ir the Account given by S GTond MK zZ Ir, 

which has been found to agree, in many particulars, with 
* the diſcoveriet of the Lawyers, ſent, not long fince, into the 
eie of Man, in their reſearches for the Atuous Family. 


ANE,ACCOMPT OF THE SIRNAME QF FRASER, | 
PEIRRE FRASER, 


A French 8 came to 1 : about bg year 
$00, when the firſt League was made betwixt France and us; 
he was one of the Captains ſept to Charles, withe troups „ 
gainſt Difoderius of Lombardie. He maried Ferguſina, or An- 
drolina, daughter of Sholta, firſt progenoter of the Douglaſes, 
by whom he had Charles, born in Italy, whom Charles the 
Empror held wpon the baptiſmall font; this Charles was 

made Thane of the Isle of Man in 814, and maried Eugenia, 
daughter to Donald a e 125 Montroſe, and 


| þ wh Fe . $i Eon 8 5 


5 AcHAlzs FRASER, 1 
"Fiſt of the Name, ſecond Thane of Man : he maried Feile- 
nea, daughter to Eithus, ſurnamed the Suift, the 72d King 

Sea who us ano 879, and had Wer, 


cHARLES FRASER, rg 


{ The Second of that Name, and third Thane of. Man: Ho he ma- bs 
ried Ifobella, daughter to Oudwain, firnamed the Great, pro- . 
l of who Fry of Argyll, _ rs 1 „ | 


5 | | CHARLES, 4s 7 
"The Third of the Name, and fourth Thane of Man: 4 


8 waried. Valigna, daughter to Ochanchar, progenoter of the flou 


| . r PE 7" 
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1 familey 0 the Forbeſes, and had ino, 5 
ACHAIES 
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Un | 
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| - ACHAIES > FRASER, Pte 
Second of ale Mu and fifth Thane of Man: he lives i id 
the year 950, and maried Suſana, daughter of Gregroy Dun- 
bar, progenoter of the nobel e of the Earlds E * 
ann. had 1 | 


55 GREGORY FRASER, 5 | 
- Sith Thane of Man: he maried Heildeberg, 88 to 
e youngeſt ſon to the Earl of Fiſberrie, in e 
8 a of 2 Daniſh FACE, and had ihow, 5 | 


KY 


WALTER FRASER, 
Firſt of the Name, and ſeventh Thane of Man; he maried - 
Margrat, daughter to Thane Buries, Reinald M*Donald, who . 

was me to walnzen Lord of the Ties, and had anti N 


8 5 ALEXANDER FR ASER, ; 1 

Ei ght Thane of Man: be maried Margratt, daughter of Hy 
Walter Cumin of Strathbogy ; of this Walter, the DYED . : 
. are e ee and bad iſhow, 15 


eg WALTER FRASER, 4-445; A SogNe 
Dobbs of ts name, ninth Thane of Man : he lived about 


1034, he maried Marjory, daughter of Sir William * | 
| Lon. pegs 'of your On Key reg he had eds N 


4 


WALTER FRASER, 


Third of the hin tenth Thane of Man : he lived i | 
1055, he maried Lorena, daughter to Beroldus, 2 younger ſon 
to the ee, of 8 * the ra 56 of Innice, and had 

| 3 e 


ALEXANDER FRASER, 


Bel of the Name, eleventh Thane of Man: he wah in 
| wy be S__—_ en N to We Stewart, Greatt 
; AO £1 


. 
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| Senchall of Scotland, grandſon to Bancho Stewart, progenoter 
of all OY, and had iſhow, | | 


ALEXANDER FRASER, | | 
bY Third of the Name, thuelth Thane of Man : he lived 109 3 - 
IN he maried Criſtina, daughter to Walter Oliver of Blackfoord, 
1 | » by the daughter of Ferchard, Earle of N aud had 

ot | Un, : 4 
NY VK OLIVER FRASER, | 
| " Thirteenth Thane of Man, and firſt Lord of Olivec Caſtel, U | 
which houſe he built in Twides Muir, and called it by his name, 
be lived ano 1110, and maried Iſobel . * to Hen- 
ry Thane of N | 


- 


The ee of 4 1 5 3 was Simon OR fon, 
of the Lord Fraſer, and nephew to King Robert Bruiſs. 
Ikhhis Simon Fraſer of Loveth, and Andrew and John his 
brothers, were slain at the battle of Holly. down Hill, 1 833. 
Some think this John anceſtor of PaIIOR fn. T 
Hlis grandchild, Hugh F raſer of Loveth, . 1 to : 
John, Biſhop of Murray, for ſome lands he held of him, in 
anno 1367. His grandchild, again, Hutcheon Fraſer of Loveth, 
ſat as Lord in Parliament, anno 1430, about which tyme he 
. marked: Janet Fenton, daughter to William de Fenton; 3 the. 
contrac̃t i is in the Regiſter, confirmed 16. Sept. 1630. 
The next Cadet of the family is Fx As ER of Pullonru, n now 
Lord Salton, by ſucceeding to the title of Lord Abernethy, 
' which deſcends to heirs female, and whoſe daughter he mar- 
ricd he quartereth, with his paternal coat, the armes of the. 
Earls of Roſs; viz. g. ane Lyon rampart, arg. His predeceſſor 
was a ſone of the ancient Lord Fraſer, in the very next genera- 
tion after Fraſer of Loveth, and was Thane of Cowie; he married 7 | 
Jane Roſs, one of the co-heirs of William Earle of Roſs, and got 
"ſh her the ants of Lu and; Pitsligo, abou 
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I Oliver Caſtle was afterwards 8 into into a a Conſtabulary, 0 
: pg] fa ſt called over in the roll of Peebles, 


— 


2 a. 
„ ͤ R Are 


— ,,, . PIECE r. K —— ˙ 


i 1 i6th _ hw Robert's ages, 
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Thane of Cowie had a ſecond wife, to whoſe children he gave 
the lands of Dorres, which is a part of the Thanedom, of 
whom is deſcended Sir Alexander Fraſer of Doires, phiſotian 
to the King“, now tepreſented by the Earl of Peterborough. 
 Frasen of Muchi/ is ſaid to be a cadet of Doires. This 


family is now. advanced by King Charles, to the dignity of a 


Lord of Parliament, in ano _ buy the title of Lord EE 
fer of Muckil. 


Philorth and others as not t ſatinfied 4.17 that os; ; but, | 


| by. AR of Parliament, it was found, that he might and. cake 
to be ſo ſtyled, though he be. not chief of the name. 

Us raſer, Lord Fraſer, olim. 5. cinque foills, arg. | 

Fraſer, Lord Lovat, az. 5. cinque foils, arg. 

Fraſer of Kinnell andBrubie, az. cinque foills, arg. pierced 
or. with with a O for a 2d brother. 


' Fraſer of Philorth, quart. 1ſt az. 3. ages bein, ny. 4 : 


- lyon ramp. g. 3d, as Iſt, 4th, as 2d. | 
William Fraſer, Biſhop of St Andrews, was one of the three 
governors with M Duff and John Cumin, E. of Buchan. | © 


Simon Fräſet is U beniefaQtor to the abbey of Kelſo, and his ' 


charter i is confirmed by King William, 


Sir Andrew Frafer was one of the auditors: ale 05 þ 


tween the Bruiſs and Baliol at att en 15. K. e 
| In bis ſeall, are 6. Fraſes, 3. 2. and 1. | 


Andrew Fraſer, fone to Sir Gilbert, n to Kelfo his land 
in the tenement of Weſt Gordon, as they were poſſeſſed by 
Alicia Gordon, and. Sir Adam Gordon: Ano 1308, agrees 
with the convent about the ſaid ns,” wed: to her by An- 


drew Fraſer. Fo ' : 

Sir Alexander Fraſer was. > Comeraria Tote & Mite, inthe 
3 12 7 Ch. 11. and, if we wmiſtale Fon Sir Ae lacey: eee 
deſtended from e 1 


1374. The eldeſt, Beatrix, was married to Walter Ledlie, ha 
in her right was Earle of Roſs after the death of Earl William, 
and in his lyf-time was ſtiled Lord of Roſs and Philorth. The 
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N ormandy, ſurnamed the Conqueror, ſome of whoſe deſcend- 
ants are yet extant in Shropſhire; and there may have been 
more at different periods afterwards, for they were a nume- 
rous family in France, where hiſtorians mention the follow. 
ing incidents relative to the ſurname of -Fraſers 
Hugh de Arles, baſe ſon to Lothario, Kin and Duke 5 


Burgundy, made a ſtrong faction to be King in the minori- 


ty of his brother Rodolph, beyond the mountains in Savoy 
and Switzerland. The conteſt turned hot; at laſt, Pope 
John X. chreatens Hugh with interdiQtion and excommuni- 
cation. 

The French hiſtory tells us, that clemens, Cardinal ae 
Montealto, Apoſtolical Legate, did accordingly excommnni⸗ 
cate the kingdom of Burgundy. This Tentence was ſo ters , 
' Tible to Hugh of Arles and his accomplices, that t -y.2 
greed: to ſubmit the difference betwixt the brothers to 
Charles the Simple, che Cardinal: Kae re and Albert, 
Aiden of. Lions. 


- The arbiters met, and we 1 tents on Lathes banks 5 


: Wy the Soan near Lions. The ſubmiſſion terminated in a 
diviſion of their territories, in favour of Duke Rodolph; 
Who, upon his brother Hugh's voluntary reſignation, was 
declared King of Burgundy, to be held of Charles King of 
France, who was Emperor of the Weſt. The ſentence of 
excommunication was taken off, and mem bgned- 
at Lions, the 10th April 916. jm e veqa, 
The King ſets out with a grand retinue Feoin! Lions, Yr 
by the way at Avergne, near Bourbon, he prepared an ele: 
gant e e for the Cardinal, ns was to part with 
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A SECOND IMPORTATION ame with William Duke of 


Hh 


. 


One Julius de Berry, a Wen 4 who lived ties, waits 
ed on the King at the cloſe of the entertainment with ſeve- 
ral ſalads and' fruits; but what was moſt admired were ſe-_ 
veral diſhes of ripe ſtrawberries, with which the Cardinal 
was highly pleaſed, and ſaid that ſuch "ye ſtrawberries | 
: woultbe' a rarity even in Italy at that time. 

The King was fo pleaſed, that he immediately knighted | 
Julius in preſence of his Nobles, and changed his ſurname, 
calling him de rege which was afterwards changed to 
Fraizeau and Frifl. He had four ſons, two of whom the 
King takes to his ſervice,” and as the King changed his 
name, he gave him the fraiſes or ene ſor his ar- 
morial bearings. 

This gentleman was geenged of i Bitoriges, in the 
diviſion of Old Gaul; from him iſſued a numerous offspring 
in France. TRaddeo, one of his ſons, was governor of St. 
Denis; and his ſon Alexander was' Biſhop of Amiens, in 
the time of Robert the firſt of the Capetian race, and was 
one of the boldeſt churchmen in France, and nga 

200 Fraſers in France in his time. 
Mx James Fraſer of Phopachy, in his ont 75 one 
Michael Maule, a merchant in Diep, whoſe mother was a 
Fraſer, gave Dr. Alexander Fraſer, (Who was afterwards 
phyfician to King Charles 2d.) in his hearing, in the year 
165 7, much the fame account with the above, of the origin 
the Fraſers ; and added, that one of them, Jacimo Fraſer, 
ſub-marſhal, had a great eſtate at Longovil, in Normandy, 
where he ſaw the arms of the Fraſers in an oval ſhield over 
che pate of the palace. Mr Maule declared, that there 
were 150 Fraſers at that time in Britany and Normandy 
and that Duke Fulero of Guiſe acknowledged, that he was 
lineally deſcended of Pierre, or Peter, one of the ſons of 
Julian, fo called, from being born in St. Peter's Eve. 

The family" of greateſt note of them that were lately in 
hog fa Is gh of erm or r Frezel, Duke de la Fre- 
| bs : {- —_ 


# 
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zeliere, and Waage de e Hereditary, Liew- 
tenant. General of the Ordinance. i in France, who, upon 
account of their being of the ſame ſtock and name, was 
the great patron of Simon, Lord Fraſer, of Lovat, during 
his ſtay in France from the year 1703 till 1714. 
There are ſeveral Fraſers and Friſſals in England, ako 


give out that their anceſtors came over from Normandy 


with William the Conqueror: I In the year 1657, ſays the 
above traveller, * „ when L was at. London, I got acquain- 
© ted with Mr. Thomas Fryſell, miniſter of the goſpel at 
« Clun, in Shropſhire, who told me his predeceſſor came 


« over with the Conqueror; that his on name was Fra- 


« ſer, but by the vulgar dialect of Shropſhire, Nahe er 
lived, they called him Fryſell . _ 
At the Court of King Malcolm there 8 Cs 3 - 


4 of the Fraſers, namely, John, Alexander, and res | 


French King's a 


who attended King Malcolm in all his wars. T? 


John, the eldeſt brother, married Margaret 8 an 


heireſs in Tweedale, by whom he got a conſiderable eſtate, b 


The King gave Alexander lands about Innerkeithing, and | 
kept the third, Francis, who was an SrpertGuppdſn mo 
muſician and poet, in his Court. 


WP * 7 MO N 


The Gaelic and Latin were the er eee ok at. 


Court, till that time. But King Malcolm introduced the 
Engliſh and French. This Francis, was. maſter, of chat lan- 
guage, and, therefore, commonly called Friſbalach Fran- 


cach; He was alſo a poet, muſician, and expert ſwordſman, 
Whicli made him moſt acceptable to King Malcolm, who 
kept him always at Court as Captain of his guard; and, 


underſtanding architecture, ordered him to give plans 5 
e the. n at Nane tas, and eee 


: e "li 


4 Thek honing ber eee France, ie the 8 ot: 
thoſe times, and coming over to Court, very probably in the retinue of the 
ores 055 Chroviclers have been led to call 


them Frenchmen, 


North; and was withe him when he was treacherouſly kit- 
led at the ſiege of Alnwick, in the year 1093, and was, 
afterwards Chancellor to King Alexander iſt, having flou- 
riſned from 1060 to 1112; whilſt his brother, Sir Alexand- 
er, Lord of Inverkeithing, and all the adjacent Lords, as far 
as the Queens- ferry, was Cuſtos Curiæ, and Lord Chamber- 
lain of Scotland; his reſidence was at Dunfriſil. 
By Margaret Sloan he had iſſue, Simon his eldeſt fon 
and heir: Andrew, anceſtor to the Lord Fraſer of Much- 
at: James of Peebles; and two daughters, Sophia mar- 
ried to Patrick Dunbar, Earl of March; 1 e e 
Warren Graham in the i 
His eldeſt ſon Simon, married Margaret, the eldeft 
I danghter of Walter, firſt Great Steward of Scotland, grand- 
fon to Bancho, the famous Thane of Lochaber, the direct 


and immediate anceſtor of our Kings of the Steward line. + 


By this noble and illuſtrious alliance, Sir Simon had fe- 
veral ſons, of whom Simon ſeems to be the eldeſt, and ap- 
pears, from anthentic vouchers, to have been cotemporary 
with King David and his grandſon, and immediate fuccef- 
| Hors King PO _ ADE e e n the 9 850 
| 5 was ak bnd ole, and carried down a the 
: dose tum in this noble family: 5 

Neſſius, a third ſon of Sir Sen took anothe HSE: 
either from his-patrimonial lands, or 157 fome other reaſon; 

fo that his poſterity were ſwallowed up in other names. 
He calls himſelf Neſſius de Lundin, in ancient deeds. r 
A fourth ſon of Sir Simon was Kelvert, who, from un- 
deniable and authentic vouchers, is the well-known branch 


— 


. + Memoirs of the + Dunn; .,, Te „ 
7 Simſon. Abercromby. eee Genealogy of 21 Stuarts. | 
} Chartulary of Newbottle. 
| * Now Dunbruſal. e 


„ 


gier t, and is a donator out of his eſt 


6yùL̃, — 


ene n. nd Bernard Fraſer, 


. 8. 42 3. 1 7” 
e Fatcns n nnn 


who was ſucceeded by his nephew Adam, who! avid the 


| ſurname of Fraſer, and is a benefactor to the Abbey and 
Convent of Newbottle out of the lands of Hale, + part of 


which Bernard Fraſer had eviQed mn . de en a 


ſiſter of Oliver. _ 


JJC 
who is deſigned Dominus de Drumelzier, Laing of Drumel- 
ate to _ — an 


the Abbey of Melroſs. | 
The heir female of Ss 3 150 hs I) went 5 


ko to another family of the name of Pweedie, who 
were for many years a flourithing family in Tweedale, and 


were allied with the- beſt families in the South. 
Fraſer of Fruid was a fon of Drumelzier. 
Sir Simon, the ſecond of that name, whom ene 5 


77 the, Firſt continued Conſtable of Oliver Caſtle, lived much 


at Court in the reigns of the two nen Sing Alexatider | 
the Firſt, and King David 4. ; 


Somerled, or 5omherl, Thane of 1 a ae * 8 


vantage of the diſtreſs the kingdom was reduced to by an 


| extreme famine; and, i in the minority of Malcom the Fourth 
5 raiſed an army, and intended no leſs than to uſurp the 


Crown. At the ſame time, Donald, the ſon of Malcom 
Macbeth, made an eee SH wa n a e 
to embroil the kingdom. 1 
M hen Gilchrift Ogibhuee, Thane of. Ay was . | 
| him, and obliged him to fly 
into Ireland, Patrick Dunbar, Earl of March, and his two 


1 


. Chartulary of Newbottle.. | 


, + Chartulary of Newbottle. 1 3 5 . 


I Great Chartulary of Melroſs, in the Br of ieee. . 

$ MSS Memoirs of Lovat. 5 
I Ibid and Major and Demplter. 
; 1 M8 Memoirs. 


„ c 13 . | 
£7 beth, and brought him priſoner to 8 „e this: _ 

pedition, Sir Simon received the wounds of which he ſoon 
age agg to the great regret of his Royal Maſte. 

This Simon, the ſecond of that name, and third Lord 
or Laird of Tweedale, and Conſtable of Oliver Caſtle, 
married Anna Flava, or M Fla, half. ſiſter to Queen e ; 
who was daughter to King Henry I. of England. ” 
There are authentic vouchers {till extant, to prove, that 
both theſe brothers, Sir Simon and Bernard, were in a very 
high degree of favour with the Kings under whom they 
lived; for no leſs than the King and Queen are witnefles 
to began donations ae: 55 thems OG IE at _ | 
| We find this 308 1 U. . to 080 ks of Kelſo the 
ehurch of Keith, with certain woods of lands adjacent there». 
to, together with priviledge of fuel and paſture, and free- 
dom from multures of ſervices, molendini ei flagne. * 
This donation being very far back, contains ſeveral fin- 
_ gular clauſes, which illuſtrate the times in which i it was 
n 


8 5 chat we may reaſonably enough conclude, that fince he 
makes ſo conſiderable a donation out of the lands of Keith, , 
and grants a freedom from all ſervices, that it is highly 1 5 
bable he was ſuperior to the whole barony. 
He had no male ifſue, at leaſt he had none that came to 
maturity. He left a daughter Adda, who was married to 
a gentleman of rank and quality, named Hugh Lorrens, 
who got the lands of Keith with this lady, and they, with 
aſſent and conſent, confirm. the donation by Simon. Fraſer | 
. | their father 7. : 
The daughter and betrels of Hegi * 1 and 
Adda Fraſer, was married to Hervey, the ſon of Philip 
| Mahal, Father” to Bir Jahn. Keith, the lineal anceſtor of 
the 


e Kell i the eee Library of un. 
Ts ana 5 | 


- This „ 1s 1 by King Mao the banks 3 | 


te illuſtrious family of the Earls MaRISRHAL of Scotland, 1 

and had for her portion, the lands in Aberdeenſhire, and 
the Mearns, which the families of Mariſhall, and houſe of 
Gordon, and Lord Forbes of Pitsligo, by marriage with 


theſe, haue een ever Rn; ne the arms s of 
| "Fraſer. „ . . 


This Hortons Mariſcallus 8 SUP 8 oh 81. 5 


mon Fraſer to the monks of Kelſo, and they obtain a char- 
ter from King Alexander II. ratifying (donationem, Ec.) the 
donation of Simon Fraſer to the monks of the church of 
Keith, with all the land and wood ſouth of the burn that 
runs near the ſaid church, in a ſtraight diviſion, contained 
in the confirmation of 8 0 the ſon of 3 e 


1 Groncs M®Kenzar” 8 Acct is as e $4 


* Lonp Frasen's daughter was A to Keith, prede- 
ceſſor to the Earl Mariſhall, by whom ſhe had a daughter 
married to Alexander, firſt Earl of Huntly ; but becauſe that 


| that Lord Keith's Lady was not ſerved heir to her father, | 


the Earl of Huntly cauſe ſerved his lady heir to her grand- 
father, which occaſioned many debates betwixt theſe two 
houſes ; but, in the end, both ſubmitted to the Pope, who 
decerned the Earl Mariſhall to poſ eſs the lands of Fittareſ- 
ſo, Dalperſæ, Kintore, Sc. and the Earl of Huntly the 
lands of Aboyne, Glentanet, Glenlivet, Tillibody, Se. 

We may here remark, that it naturally enough occurs, 
how came the Fraſers poſſeſſed of ſo many lands in this 


” part of Scotland? This we are enabled to prove, from 


the late diſcoveries made in England by che reſearches of 


& | 15 the liberal and learned Mr Axtell, and the indefatigable 


and judicious Mr Robertſon, keeper of the records in Scot- 


1 land, in an elegant and well arranged public depoſitory, : 


4 Frederick appt, Jorg. Regiſter. 3 


Which, together with many uſeful papers recovered, his 
country owes to the magnanimity and patriotifin | of Lord 
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to ditto, of Strathearn, e 
do ditto, of Panbrydmſſſeee . 
— to Simon Fraſer, of Brothertoun, aid hats; in Inver-- i 
> bervie, which belonged to Edmond K we 
— to Alexander * of been Ml 1 
5 06) 

E N. 8. The above five ſeem to les bieks pres about 
tke 1309 3 5 but the particular dates are not t fet down in the i in- | 
dex. 1 1 1585 4 wh 1 


Charer to Aexander Fraſer, "nds of Tees ran, about 
to Alexander Fraſer of Cling, of bs lands of b Clard- 
" 5 25 ney, and fiſhings in the Loch of Skene, about 1321. 
—— e Alexander Fraſer, of the barony of N Hg in A- 
we, © berdeenſhire, about Bme ime: 8 
FE — to Alexander Fraſer, lands of Kunde img. i in Kin- 
; cardineſhire, about 1327. 
= to Alexander Fraſer, lands and foreſt of Crigic, in 
; the thanedom of Collie, about 13217. | 
—— to John Fraſer, of the thanedom of abetbuttiaot, 3 in 
Kincardineſhire, about 1321.  _... 
— . to Alexander Fraſer of the thanedom of Collie, Sc. 
: — to Alexander Fraſer, an annual-rent out of Pendro- 
dlhuie in Stirlingſhire. All the above by Robt. I. 
| Deed by Alexander Fraſer," in relation to the lands of Duf- 
1 fus, thanedom of Cluny to the Fraſer, Dav. 11. Y 
Charter to Alexander Fraſer, of the therifflhip of Aberdeen, 
| by King David I, | 
—— to William Fraſer, and Margaret Murray his wks of 
8 the thanedoms of Durris and Collie, the laſt of 


3 . | | ; 5 which 


1 


% 


| _ * 2 Fre of Fenda + 
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which belonged to Adee Fraſer, the father * 
faid William, by David II. 0 
Charter to Mr Fraſer, of the thanedom of Durris, by Da. IL 


— by. William Keith, Mareſchall, who married Mar- 


„ garet Fraſer, air to Fraſer of Stratherhin, of the 
pat ppg e e n in the yay of 
46 Stratherhin.? 7; 1 nk 


— to Duncan 1 of the — Brounemoky, Mall 7285 


ny md Eraſer, Bo na 5 Durris, 7 1 
— to John Fraſer, ſon. of William, of the lands of Weſter 
Eſyntoly, 1374 


| —_ to James Fraſer, an. annualrent out of Carnoufie and 


Old: TR Ie” in the Tong * F . 
Robert H. N 


1 e 
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ts $1 ee King Rohent LI, 3 
— to Alexander Fraſer, and Elizabeth Keith \ his 1 gh 
. of the lands of Kinnell i in e * * R.. 
gent Albany, about 595 . ul 
« « Querela Maps Cocbet Sponſe 3 Domini Gil 
* berti Fraſer facta regi, quod marttus, ſuus interfectus. 


« 


« Querela Simonis Fraſer & wunde. bete for E 


*. vicecomite de Inverneſs. 8 


* Theſe t two > about 1 328. 5 pos | 


4 Querela aaa Fer & 1 gone 4 unius 
528 heredis Comitis de Caitneſs ſuper Comitatu. de Cine 
“ apud Kinroſs : 28 Decembris Lal „ | 


e O-2RNNE. 


4 * 
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Sit Simon F Fraſer 1 out iu 25 was ſucoecds 
ed in the eſtate of Tweedale by his brother, 

Bernard Fraſer, who continued at the head of his — 
family in the reigns of Malcolm IV, William the, Lyon, 
and Alexander the ſecond: He is witneſs to ſeveral charters 


of his brother-in-law, Patrick, Earl of March, together 


with Patrick and William, the Earl's ſons, to the monks of 
Newbottle. + ? 


Bernard Fraſer | himſelf 8 A; „ to the | 


ack of Newbottle, for the ſafety of his own ſoul and the 
ſouls of his predeceſſors, before theſe witneſses, (Domino 
Rege Alexandra,) King Alexander and William Bondings 


town, Chancellor of Scotland; Neſſius my brother, and 


others. 
p — \ * + 1 5 S * 
by 8 801 = , w & 5 © : 8 , : i 5 is 4 2 : J | 1 i N ; , : Py 
Fer nn” „ 


i i Malcolm u. 5 a Began to Reign, ' 1004. 
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Duncan. 
Macbeth. 


"IE Malcolm III. ; 
Donald VII. 
Duncan II. 


Edgar. 


David I. 


Malcolm IV, 
William J. 
Alexander Il. 
5 Alexander II. 2 wa 


Interregnum. 


John Baliol. 
; Robert l. 


Ws Chaney; of Kells _ 5 
+ Chartulary of Newbotde, | 
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By another charter, he confirms to theſe monks two do- 
nations, one made by hig brother Neſſius de Lunden, and 
another by his nephew, Neſſius, the ſon of Neſſius, which 
8 he had granted to them, anne 1 204 3 and the witneſſes 
to the confirmation are (Domina Emergerda Regina Sco- 
forum, Kc.) Emergerda, Queen of Scots; er on 


7 of March; and others*. 


This Bernard Fraſer grants likewiſe. A He" to News 
bottle, of the lands of Miln-Hale, which he had evicted from 
Mary de Hale, who pretended a right to ene as 1 DEDE 
| ga to his brother Kelvert. | 
This great man, Bernard Fraſer, continued at whe hed 
of his family, from the time of Malcolm IV. till the reign 
of Alexander II.; in the beginning of whoſe Teign he was 
High Sheriff of the County of Stirling ; an honour” on | 

continued in his family a conſiderable time 4. 

He accompanied King William to York, hens: 5 bad 
a meeting with King John of England. He was like wiſe 
one of the Barons, or Magnates Scotiæ, as they are promiſ- 
cuouſly called, who ſwore to the peace agreed on betwixt 
King Alexander of Scotland, and Henry III. of England, 
at Vork, by the mediation of Otho, the Cardinal egate, 


5 and who ſubjected themſelves with the King, to the juriſ- 


diction of the Pope, if they at any time ſhould go againſt | 
that oath t. The other guarantees of the peace, en the 
part of Scotland, were Comes Malcolmus, the Earl of Fe, 
Maulterius filius Alani, Walter, the fon of Alan, the Great 
Steward of Scotland, and moſt of the Earls and great Barons 
in the kingdom ; nor are we to paſs over, that he is a fre- 
- quent witneſs to charters granted by King Alexander II. 
to the monks of Newbottle, eee. ppm aa re- 


OP. ans and 1 70 8 
Wes "This 


* 5 of 1 | 1 
7 Chartulary of Cambuſkenneth i in the Advocates EY 
L 1 hey Kehlen, Tom I. p- 37 3 


Fg 4 


N Tc 19. * 
This Bernard 8 was married to Mary Ogibhul ll; 


daughter to the great Güchriſt, Thane of Angus, by Mar- 
jory, ſiſter to King Malcolm IV. and King William the | 


Lyon, and daughter to Prince. Henry g. The eldeſt daugh- | 


ter, according to our hiſtorians, | Was married to Conan, 


0 


Duke of Britany, of whom the houſe of Bourbon i is deſ- * 
cended and the ſecond daughter to Florence, Earl of Hol- 5 


land, of whom the houſe of Auſtria is come FE 
By this illuſtrious Lady, Bernard Fraſer had four ws 


7 all worthy of their high birth, Sir Simon, Sir Andrew, Sir 
| Gilbert, and William and two daughters, Fenella, the eld - 


eſt, married to Sir Colin Campbell of Lochow ; ; the ſes 
cond, Helen, lived a Nun in the priory of Coldinghame: 


Bernard Fraſer, and his ſon Simon, attended King Alexan- 
der to Vork, where Bernard died of a malignant fever, a- 
bout the year 1210, and Was ſucceeded in his great eſtate, 


by his oldeſt fon, 5 

Simon, III. of that 1 and Eh Lord or Laird 
be i Tweedale or Oliver Caſtle. 8 He Was one of, the 
nobility who went Commiſſioners to renew the ancient 
League, and who conveyed from France Mary, King Alexan- 


ders ſecond Queen, married at Roxburgh 1259. He, 


and Patrick Dunbar, Earl of March, defeated Somherl, the 


ſon of the former Somerled, who made an Arne ien in 


Argyleſhire. John Major falſely calls him Joby Fraſer. . 
This Sir Simon is in many authentic records called Fater, 


1 to diſtinguiſh him from his ſon, who was cotemp = 


rary. with him, and is commonly, called Fla, fon. 5 9 


3 % G 7 * . 
. « 
5 a ” 


1 0 "abba, or 8 8 hair'd lddie. 5 5 3 „„ LE SNGT. 
_ Memoirs pf the Houſe of Lovat, MISS. e 
1 Genealogy of the Stewarts, p. 13. | 

+ It is neceſſary here toremark, e 


nately applied by different Chroniclers to the firſt Lord Fraſer of Tweed- 
ale, ſon to Thane Oliver, who built the Caſtle bearing his name, in Tweedſ- 
muir; and the ſucceſſion ſtand thus: Oli ver, John or Simon of Tweedale, 
simon II,. — Bernard of Tweedale and Oliver er e N . 


fifth Lord of Tweedale and Oliver Caſtle, A 


1 
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Mey 


"This Sir Simon, the father, was Des at Court during 
the reign of King Alexander the Second, by whom he was 
made High Sheriff of the County of Tweedale : We have 


authentic evidence of his enjoying his cpa in the 8 


ginning of the reign of Alexander the Third.“ „ 
King Alexander the Second, intending to. go Wy | Pilgri- | 


| mage to Jona or Icolnmcill, was accompanied by Sir Si- 


mon in his journey, and never left him in his fickneſs at the 


| Hand of Bernera, where the King died after his return 
from Icolnmcill ; and was one of thoſe who conveyed the 

King's body without ever leaving him, till he was Ry 
- interred at Melroſs, according to his own deſire 5. 


Though the Cumings ruled all at Court at this time, yet | 


Sir Simon continued in a great degree of favour with the 


Queen Dowager in the minority of Alexander the Third, | 


both on account of his relation toher Royal huſband, and his 


conſtant attendance of him in his laſt ſickneſs, and that he 
was one of thoſe who conveyed her from France to Scot- 


land: He continued at Court 0 * young 1 was 5 


crowned- ) e | 
He is one of the dient Ban of the g wy Gee 


land, who, upon the death of Bruce Alexander of Scot- 


land, fon to King Alexander HI. anno 1283, obliged them- 
| ſelves, by a folemn write, to receive and acknowledge the 


King's grandchild Margaret, called the Maid of Norroway, 
and of Boer arthe of ee my, hoes of ming 


rei 


|” che Kits her baude I» without iſſue melts of his own 
both. 


Sir Span the Fes, was one - the Great Sid of 5 


| Kingdom, whe, in name. of the community of Scotland, 


ctior n ne wee and other 
N eee e 85 an 7366. . „„ 


5 Memoirs W e e M. 88. 
. 1 


8 


. Ser 2x. 55 
Divas ; of the Kingdom, wrote a letter to King Edward 1. 


of England, in the'year-1289, about marrying the young 


| cn of Scotland, the maid of N iy to TINS Ed- 
This Sir Shen with vhs w 


right of ſucceſſion of the Lord John Baliol, till it was baſe- 


ly and meanly ſurrendered. by himſelf. One thing that 


ſhews the great power and weight of that family at that 


time, is, that Sir Simon Fraſer, with his brothers, William, | 


Archbiſhop of St Andrews, Sir Andrew Fraſer and his 
couſin, Sir Richard Fraſer, were four of the auditors nam- 
ed on the part of the Baliol, to join with King Edward I. 
to determine the right of che ſeveral S for the 
neee en,, > 
On the 12th of the ſame month, Sir en mh 6s PA 


a Seats:Nobles, e n to: %. e 1 


England, at Nortram. 
He alſo mortißes to the Monks af. Kelſo, Wa Slaps - 


South Kingledoors, with the chapel of St Cuthberts of 


D „ ee with the lands of Hopearthane. 5 


. minrricd 66: Ghizthc dighale 5 


the Thane of Galloway, by whom he had two daughters; 
5 and, by a fecond marriage, two ſons, every way; worthy of 


their illuſtrious father; namely, Sir Simon, anceſtor to the 

Lord Frafer of Lovat, and Sir Alexander, from whom the 
Fraſers of Salton are lineally deſcended; and the Fraſers of 
5 Salton have finee ſucceeded to the ancient barony of Ad 


1 nethy, which deſcends to heirs whatſoever... 


WP... Simon, of whom we are ſpeaking, obtained a 4 right ; 
. n King Alexander III. of che Lordſhip of Loveth, wulgo : 
Morich, in the Aird, ſince called Aird e of 


Adee 


| 3 which W the e is a ee 


. n Rymer's Fader, vol. L 4 374 
2 & wid. 
7 Ibid. 
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T as family, which; by the 
bye, was then pretty numerous, maintained the title and - 
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e e Dei 1 Gratis Rex eee e de HR 1 | 


bus terre ſuæ clerices et laices Baron. Juſt, vicecom. prepo- 


„ preſentes et futuri . Sautem clarefaciat me dediſſe "TY 
 * bac preſente charte confirmaſle Dno Simoni Fraſerio milite 


“ et heredibus ſuis de me et heredibus meis in perpetuum to- 
« tas et integras terras de Loveth, vulgo Morvick tenend. in 


« hereditate perieclas diviſas ſuas cum ombus ſuis rectitudi- | 


% nibus et demandifquz i in dictam terram de Morvick i in ali- 
% quo tempore a me pert. vel meis heredibus poffunt deman- 


s dari et etiam cum obis ſuis pertinentibus tertribus et af. 
Do ſamantis quibuscung acomodatis aut quæ de 3j Jure in Aliqu6 
e tempore pertinere potuiſſent 3 in boſco et plano in pratis et 


« paſcuis et paſturis in moris et moreſcis in aquis et Rtagnis 


in piſcariis et molendinis in focis et avibus in foferis et 
: 2 montibus &c ita libere et quiete plenarie et honorifice ſicut 
4 alii milites quicung. liberius quietius et honorifce in aliquo | 
tempore poſſedunt vel tenere poſſunt nos infuper et ſucceſſores 
6 noſtra dictam terram de Loveth dicto Simoni Fraſerio et herée- 


40 dibus ſuis contra omnes homines et terras warrantabimus et 


, perpetuo defendeamus in cujus rei teſtimonium et parb. hoc 
noſtrum donum regiuum eſt ſigaatum et ſigillum noſt 


etiam apenſum coram hiſce Teſt. Duncanus Comes de * yia 


Gib; Abba de Dunfermline Jacomo Capellaus meo Thoma 
. Forfax Anguſio Kae et un, nen Dum 7 CLIN 
«65 in anno Gratis 1253. © e ag ow 


* Fa 
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11 f is well known, that before the dave of King K Kobelt ts 
Tenor, in conſequence of the loſſes by continual warfare, e- 


Nates in land were uſually provided in marriage ſettlements 
to heirs whatever, and even the heirs female of a former mat- 
Tiage, with an heireſs, were ſome times preferred by ſpecial 


proviſion to the heirs male of a ſubſequent marriage. Now, 


whether! it was that his 5 Sir Simon and Sir Alexander | 
5 . Fre 


4 


11 


— 


tom 3) 


DS 


were ede with large eſtates in the North, or r by res · A 
ſon of any ſpecial contract of his firſt marriage, it is cer- 


tain the greateſt part of Tweedale Eſtates of Sir Simon the 
father deſcended in the family of his two daughters, the el - 
deſt of whom married Sir Hugh Hay of Locherrat, of whom 
are deſcended the Lords of Yeſter, and the Earls and Mar- 


quiſſes of Tweedale. The other daughter was married to 
Sir Patrick Fleming of Biggar, the right'anceſtor of the Lord 


Fleming, and Earls of Wigton; wherefore thoſe families 


carry the coat armour of the Fraſers, and wear their livery 


to this day, which happens to be the national colours of 


| Scotland, blue and white. Sir Simon Fraſer, the father, who 


was the laſt Lord or Laird of Tweedale and Oliver Caſtle and 


the firſt of Loveth, died in the year 1299; his two daugh- 
ters having moſt of great ſouth country eſtates, and his two 


ſons, Sir Simon and Sir Alexander, being amply provided, 


by the bounty of their Sovereign, in northern eſtates, in the - 
hires of Inverneſs, Aberdeen, and Kircardine, before their 


father s ene, 
Having ſpoken of the Frafer's ſotrlement] in the North, ad 


5 getting poſſeſſion of the Barony of Loyat, it is both juſt and 
neceſſary to mention the ancient proprietors of that eſtate, 


and how i it came to by tranſmitted to the ot of the Fea 


1 | 


ö : About d Me: 5 ear 1244. 1 King . the II. and a; 


great number of his nobility, lay at Haddingtown, the lodg- 
ing of Patrick Cuming Earl of Athole took fire on a ſud- 
den, in which the Earl and two ſervants were burnt to 
death; though it was not known how the fire began, yet a 
| general ſuſpicion ran againſt the Biſſets, upon account of a 


ſtanding feud betwixt the Earl and them: They were accor- 


dingly ſummoned to appear to anſwer for that murder; and 


ſuch was the great power and intereſt of the Cumings, that 


Hough William Biflet, the * of the Biſſets, Fabre by 
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many n among whom was the 1 chat he was 
at Forfar, upwards of 60 miles from Hadingtown, the night 
that that villany was perpetuated; yet the Cumings inſiſted 


that ſeveral of his ſervants and vaſſals were ſeen there. Up- 


on which the whole Tenn was wann and their elates 
e to the King . | 

But beſides the above account given 0 our ie of 
. baniſhment and forfeiting of the Biſſets, John Major 
adde, that John Biffet had met with the ſame fate, though 
for a different cauſe. The king being informed that John 
Biſſet had entered into a league with M Donald of the Iſles; 
that he had done him homage, and received a charter from 
him, he ordered the Earl of Roſs to apprehend and impri- 
fon him in the caſtle of "Is till he tranſported. n 
to Edinburgh. 

Biſſet having 8 las a this 1 his 1 | 
in the molt private manner, to his lands of Auchterleſs, 
in Banffshire, where he remained in great obſcurity for a 
year, till his neighbour John Dempſter. of Muros, under, 
OE that there was a price put on his, head, he got 
ſome armed men together, and ſeized. John Biſſet, in the 
wood of Achterleſs, and carried him from ſhire to i e 

Kirkaldy, where he received his reward. WE ORs 
John Biſſet being convicted, was baniſhed, and hs 58 


confiſcated. The charter from Donald M Donald, who 


a himſelf king of the Wes, i bs. in the © fling: words os 


cc 3 Donaldus 5 3 8 ee 4 | 


20 28 E et concedo amico noſtro digniſſimo Domino Iohanni | 


« Biſſet D. de J. totas et integras terras de Achterloſs et 
0 Moncoſter, cum omnibus ad eas pertinentibus tam infra | 
4 quam ſupra terram hacce in provincia Bame jacentes idg | 2 

-  fibj et ſuis ſucceſſioribus i in perpetuum, chartamg hanc fir- 


G. mam * Nabilers 1 us tente, 98 noſtro figillo. & chiro. i 
| EXC Craps - 


f wage. lb, 4. - Buch, I, 0s 


5 25 15 þ 
e grapho cobltimative: & atteſtamus, 43 caſtrum 


„Ding wall coram conſaguineis & confiliariis noſtris chariſſimis | 
«© M*Leod de Lewis, & M. Leod de Hariſe, die decimo Nono. 


Idus Jan. anno a Chriſto nato M, CC, XLV, anno pontificatus 


« $. D. N. Gregory IX. P. O. M. e Pontificis e | 
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i John Biſſet vive Fn baniſhed, . Jos great eſtate. 8 
confiſcated, the Barony of Loveth was the gift of the King. | 
to Sir Simon Fraſer of Tweedale, who, long before his 
death, made over the rights of it to his ſon Sir Simon, 
 though'I do not find that wy of them. elbe alete | 


of Loveth. . an 


And, 5 Sir John Biſſet i is i in Pa I e | 
Dominus, Laird of Loveth; yet 1 find, i in his time, David 
Graham, who was Conſtable of the Fort of Loveth, ſo defign= 
ed of Loveth in the Chartulary of Murray, Where there is 
rain of a een betwirt Andres Biſhop of Mur-. 


1 


N abd. Kiltarlaty, ae by. the Biſhop as eee 


Spyney, anno 1242, which Was four OT n e oh 1 | 


before Sir John Biſſet was baniſned. 


Thomas de Fenton, was conſtable of Beaufart.* :/There, . 
| were ſeveral other gentlemen, who. ware poſſeſſed * ſmalk 
intereſts i in the Aird, commonly called the Biſſetꝰs Barons 5: 7 
ſuch as M*Gilandriſh of Moniack, Corbat of Dumchard- 7 
ney, Chryſty of Foyneſs. Haliburton of Culbriny. The 
M.acra's, a brave and numerous clan, indeed Clunes LL, 
| Oberichan, Irquhart, and Achmony- 4 1 . e 
rians agree, both with ee to 


Though all, our hiſtori 
| the time of the fall of the great family of the Biſſets, as a- 


bove related, yet we have authentic evidences, that Bier 5 
of Lovat's daughters ſhared a conſiderable part of their fa- 


ther” s eſtate among them, 3 not the whole. 


| * Memoirs of the Houſe of Lovat, MSS. ET et. 


+ Loveth and Beaufort, were both ſorts of the ala to ich cn the King. ny 


appointed governors, thavgh the ce, of the lands belonged to great Ba · 
rons 12 5 charter. 
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Sir Mia Frafer, 6 ſilence all diſputes, 1 Mary 
oo eldeſt. William de Fenton, who, in ſome writes, is 
_ called Lord of that ilk, and in others Laird, i. e. Lord of 

> Beaufort, married Cigilia, another daughter, ___ "ny Pn 
part of her father's: eſtate with her 
David Graham above mentioned, married Margaret, "a 
. nother of Sir John Biſſet's daughters. Another of them, 
Elizabeth, was married to Andrew de Boſco of ane e 
ba Roſs: ſhire * 5 

There is a ail; dated 129 55 8 5 by: Elizabeth Biffer, E 
as ſhe deſigns herſelf, jf/ia nobilis viri Domini, Johannis de 
Biſſet, ac fponſa quondam Domini Andrae de Boſco; that is, 
daughter to the nobleman John de Biſſet, and ſpouſe once 
of Andrew de Boſco. By this deed, ſhe diſpones to Mary 
de Boſco, her daughter, and By (Hugh MES her e age, ae 
lands of Kilrayock, T. 

But, to return to Sir id Fade the 5805 He Sa 
not inferior to his n noble father, i in virtue, honour, conduct, 
and bravery, though, by his father's ſettlement on the chil- 
dren of his firſt marriage, he was denuded of the far great- 

eſt part of his paternal eſtate in the ſouth. He was . 
poffeſſion of a conſiderable eſtate, and great following, in 
the vorth; and there are authentic documents to prove, 
_ that he was in poſſeſſion of ſome part of his paternal eſtate 
in the ſouth 3 for Ille Dominus Simon Fraſer, miles, filius 

ondam Domini Simonis Fraſer, milites, ratifies and confirms 
his father? Sir Simon's donation to the Monks of Melroſe 3 
adding further to them, by a new deed of his own, free ith 
of entry for their cattle, through certain lands he had from 
Laurentius Fraſer, Laird of Drumelzier; to which deed 
= is, e waged 1 . 'couliny Andreu . 
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A carriages through. his lands of Hoprew, to which 5 
his coulin, Sir Andrew Fraſer before mentioned; is. alſo. OE 


witneſs. - 


This Sir Simon i is one of theſe goon BY ay hoſe 


5 memory is ſo highly extolled by our hiſtorians, both ancient | 
8 and modern. Dr Aberciomby writes his life, and no doubt On 
would have done all manner of Juſtice to this noble patriot, 


and his illuſtrious family, had he got proper materials ; the 


want of which makes Abercromby ſo general in his life 


of this gall: ant hero, and made Mr Crawford, the author of 
the peerage of Scotland, ſo defeQive in his account of the 


Family of Lovat, 
This gallant man, with Kis katber and e ad- 


— — . 


| hered cloſely to the intereſt of King Jokn Baliol, till it was 


. baſely betrayed and deſerted by himſelf. And when King £7 


Edward the Firſt {ſubdued the kingdom in 1296, Sir Sis 
mon behaved as betaihe a true hearted patriot, on that fa- 
tal occaſion ; for we find he was ohe of thoſe true heart- 


: ed Scotſmen, whom King Edward, hot daring to truſt at 


home, thought fit to carry along with him to England; 


_ Where he continued cloſe priſonet for eight months, and 


Was not liberated till June 1297, when he' and his couſin; _ 


Sir Richard Frafer, did, in imitation of all others in the 


| ſame circiimſtances, fabinit to the conqueror, + arid acknow- 


_ ledge him their Sovereign Lord, and promiſe, upon having 
_ _ Gbtained permiſſion to return to Scotland, that they ſhould 
% ſtay no longer there, than was neceſſary to equip them- 


| felves, in order to attend that Monarch id his deſigned ex- . 
pedition againſt France; and that, if they failed in this, 


they declared thetaſcltes willing that their perſons, wives, 


j families, 5 al Ares, om in Sore world; ould 83 at his 5 


Re 


mercy. 5 f N ET 15 e 
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But it is certain, they did fail : nor PR any n N 
in theſe days belieye, that forced obligations were binding 
in conſcience ; on the contrary, the beſt of them were the 
foremoſt to break through theſe oaths 9 5 thought: more 
finful to keep than to take l. 5 

Sir Simon Was one of chose 3 patriots, who, upon | 
* return to Scotland, joined 1 the Guardian, Sir William 
Wallace, where he gave ſo many illuſtrious proofs. of his 
Leal for his country, and his loyalty to his King, and. with- 
al, of his own. merits and parts, that when that renown- 
ed hero, i in a full aſſembly of the Nobles at Perth, laid 
down his double commiſſion of General of the army and 
Guardian of the kingdom as Sir John Cumine of Ba- 
denoch, Wallace's greateſt enemy, was choſen guardian, | 


ems of his near relation to the Crown, —ſo Sir Simon 


raſer was thought fitteſt, after Wallace, to command the 
Scots army, and accordingly was choſen. General by the . 
Guardian and che States. He had been always a faithful ad- 


herent of Sir William Wallace, nor could the Guardian : 


| have @ fitter or more proper colleague 3 ; witneſs the ever 
memroable victory gained at Roſlin over Ralph Comfray, | 
| King Edward's Treaſurer, and e one of {ye chief comman- 
ders of his armies. 7 
In Summer 1302, two Afferent armies were. ſent inter | 
Scotland, the one commanded by King Edward-in perſon, 
the other, by the Prince of Wales, his ſon; but the Scots 5 
could nof be brought to a general engagement, but conten- 
ted themſelves with interrupting the En gliſh convoys, and 
cutting off parties. of their men; ſo that that eee | 
was ſpent i in doing nothing h. ed | 
In the meantime, a truce was agreed upon a till the 3oth ” 
of November, which was afterwards prolonged till Eaſter 
1 363. But the * 1 855 broke the truce, and think- E 


Bo oo — 


4 Abercromby's Martial Achirements On, 
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„ 


ing to ſurptiſe che nation that was ſecure ind deſencelels, 


; by reaſon of the truce. He paſſed the borders, i in February, 
at the head of 30,000 men, all well armed, and for the moſt | 
part mounted, for their greater expedition, on fine horſesꝰ. 
They met with no oppoſiti tion on their march; and, there- 
fore, for the convenience of forage, and that they might 
haraſs the country and do the greater miſchief by ranging 
at large, they divided into three bodies, and ſo, on the 24th 
of that month, advanced to Roſlin, five miles of Edin- 


| burgh, where they encamped at confderable diſtance from | 


a one another. | ns 


; 


| BATTLE: OF & ROSLIN,——2 5th Fibruary x 1303, 0. 8 


| The Scots Generals, Sir John Cumine and Sir Simon 
Fraſer, upon advice of their approach, n made haſte to draw 
together all the forces they could raiſe; and theſe amoun- 
ted to no more than eight, or, at moſt, 10060 men. Never- 
theleſs, with theſe few they marched in one night near 16 


* 


miles from Biggar to Roſlin, with a i deſi gn to fall unawares | 


on the enemies camp. | 

This they executed with FELT vigour and courage, and 
fal on the enemy, they very ſoon killed, took priſoners, _ 
or drove all that were in that camp back on the ſecond, 
where the alarm being given, every one drew to their arms, 


marched in haſte and came in view of the victorious Scots, 


as they were dividing the plunder and priſoners; and now 
they found they muſt renew the fight with freſh men, and 


thoſe more numerous than the former EL. had already : 


defeated. 


They expreſſed by their countenances no great inclina- | 


5 tion to the work; but their officers, with ſhort harangues, 


> rouſed up their courage ; and having armed ſuch of their 


own a number as wanted, with the arms of their priſoners, 2 
| trend 
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5 £4 engagement 8 . "PT a very yas 


_ avenging enemy, w 


- 


dne it was, in which the Scots had ſoon the advantage of | 


the enemy; and having laid by their arms and head pieces; 
were refreſhing their fatigued and wearied bodies, - and 
making ready ſome. to eat and ſome to ſleep, when a third 


army appears at no great diſtance. What ſhall. they do? 
© If they fly they muſt loſe their 10 victory, their great 


booty, and probabl <6 be overtaken and trodden down by the 
„being all well mounted, would there- 
dy be encouraged to pls OS . 
Their brave and undaunted generals went again among 
their fanks, and encouraged them by all the perſuaſion they 
could deviſe, to ſtand their ground to the laſt, and begged 
they would but once more ſho their faces to men they had 
already twice defeated, and who, terrified with their amaz- 
in ng relolution, would, not dare fo ſtand their attack A third 
time. 5 2 s 
Aa with thels 8 n EEE] hole oy | 
horſes, and armed with their Ams, the Scots attacked, 9 


ſoughtt a third battle, and entirely routed a third body of men, 


equal, if not ſuperior in number to themſelves 3 5 an effort 0 


of valour not to be paralleled i in hiſtöry. 


The fame of this glorious victory. was not LE AP to | : 
Scotland or England; it flew beyond fea alfo, and was talk- 


- ed of, and admired all over Europe. | The Scots ambaſſa- 


dors at Paris, give a remarkable account of 1 it, and of the | 


fame of the Generals, 1 in a letter at the time, which the eu- 
rious may ſee at large in M. Rymer' s excellent Collections. 
In this letter they give their conſtituents an account, 4 that 
"2 perpetual peace was at laſt concluded and ſworn to by 
the Kings of France and England, in which the Scots were 


not comprehended. They exhorted their countrymen, . 


5 however, not to deſpair but to ſhew themſelves more than 


ever men of reſolution and courage? And then add theſe 


| remarkable woods, or That did che Scots but kriow how 
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| wack how valour was celebrated over al the different cli. 
mates of the world, upon account of their laſt engagement, 
they would certainly be over] joyed 2 75 encouraged to out- 
do themſelves.” “ | 


Though no dqubt both Generals ated their party very 


well, yet confidering Sir John Cuming's unhandſome be- 
haviour at Falkirk, and how eaſily he was brought next year, 


to ſubmit to ſuch terms as King Edward was pleaſed to im-. 


poſe on him and the nation; and comparing with it the 
ſteady and uniform conduct of Sir Simon Fraſer, not only 
when the ſupreme command with Sir John Cuming, but 
likewiſe when he acted under Sir William Wallace, before 
his advancement, and under Sir Robert the Bruce, after it, 
we may very well give credit to what the Scotochronicon 
relates t, that Sir Simon was not only the main inſtrument” 


in gaining this memorable. battle, but in keeping the Guar- 


dian to his duty, during the four years of his adminiſtra- 
tion. And indeed all our hiſtorians extol Sir Simon. Fra- 
ſer to the very ſkies, as the glory and ornament of his coune 
try. Fordun calls him Simon Fraſer beHliceſus omne bonnitate 

pPræditus. Mr WER ſays 1 way manly, Rea ene 
wight, . 

I know Res ally 1 Tous: which ao Fan * 
owing to inadyertency rather than ignorance ; for not only 
do all our other Scats authors call him Simon, but Buchan- 


an himſelf, in a page or two afterwards, calls him Simon 
Fraſer who was apprehended with Walter Logan; and Ry- f 


mer's excellent collections puts the matter out of doubt. 


But it may appear of greater moment that he calls him the 
moſt powerful man in all Tweedale. Even this cannot be 
reckoned a very great miſtake, for his father was ſo, and the 
ſon had ſtill greater intereſt there, as is evident from what 
is above related, though his principal ſettlement was in the 
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| Tres. Talkie: inſtiterant acres 5 amis ducis. 
| Nec fulminer ſunt fatis arma Jovis: „„ 1 

Procubuere tantum victu virtute duorum. 5 

| Una acres victas tres dedit, una dies, 5 * 


Ejicient duri reliquiaſque j M6 Sale | 
Matti animis non fic Romanis pellitur 8 
ibal hinc fleyit perditæ Roma ſuos. % 


ighty King Edward was Kighty oivicked' 1 af. 

1 at this defeat of his army at Roſlin, which happened 
the 2 5th of February 1302, or, according to the ſtile now 

— uſe, x 303. He therefore entered Scotland in May follow- , 
ing, on che head of fuch an army of Engliſh, Iriſh, Welſh, 
f Gaſcons, and ſome unnatural Scots, as none durſt oppoſe i in 


5 the open field.“ Moſt part of the nation betook themſelves 


t6 ſtrong caſtles and inacceffible mountains, while King 
Edward penetrated through the whole country as far as 
Caithneſs,” which was then the utmoſt limits of Scotland; 
for the iſlands of a were den in as 8 of che 
| Norvegians. y 3 I 
In his rarely North, after - demlif 125 as Cilttes of: 
Elgin, Forres, Nairn and Inverneſs 3 'he marched through : 
tie Aird, where Sir Simon's northern eſtate lay, and laid 
it Waſte, meeting wich no oppoſition till he came to the 
ſtrong caſtle of Do ** Beaufort, to which he laid a 
regular liege, and, by throwing ſtones by catapultæ, Wen — 
Pre ſtill to 1 85 ſen at 200. 985 8 he took and 
| { eee 
wie: „ Holingthead's Hiſtory of Scot. Vßl/ß etl 
8 Abercromby,” . 7757. ks a4 444 3 


. 


Gülnsktded it! * The rem: ains 55 ad Dan, or Celt tie 


fortification, are ſtill viſible, and all its ditches and cos 


vered ways exhibite a curious ff pecimen of ancient fortifica« - 


tion. The country people have a romantic tradition of itz 
handed down from father to ſon, and the names of ſome 


Places about preſerye the memory of its ſurrender; as, for 
inſtance, the hollow to the eaſt of Beaufort, where the army 
halted þ is, called in the language of the country, Lagna« : 


EAA 


: longeart, that is, the hollow of the baggage. 
| King Edward having bverrun all Scotland, for fear of 


1ofing'i in winter what he had acquired in ſummer, ſtayed | 


during the winter with the prince his ſon; at Dunfermline; 


which had this effect; that the Guardian, Sir John Cumine i | 
df Badenock, and a great many more of the nobility and 


gentry ſubmitted to Ri” in 1 N on 1 Tok. 
towing terms: 7 


Imo, That all who fubmittea Lich dite Ges John 


5 Cumin; ſhould neither be impriſoned nor diſinherited, ex- 


ecpt Robert, Biſhop of Glaſgow] —Jarcs, Sewatd of Scots 


land, — John Foules, David Graham, Alexander Linſay, 
Simon FPraſer, Thomas Bois, Land Monfieur Willam 
Walleys; all of theſe were to be baniſhed, but the laſt, who 
muſt ſubmit himſelf wholly to the . 9 . 
: however he ſcorned to doo: 


adi, That the fines to be exated for tormet faults, hould 


: be regulated by the King in his next Parliament. 


8 3tĩ0 That all the ſtrong holds in the King's hands ſhould ä 
remain ſo, wil the 1 of e them ve 1 1 : 
- the ownefs. _ 8 


- ato, That all VE" BIA on both fides « peaked; = 


But, notwithſtanding theſe conditions, King Edward) 
. doubtful that he had wholly ſubdued Scotland; to ſecure 
his conqueſts, he ſent above 100 perſons of quality pri- 
| ſoners to different fortreſſes in England, and reduced all 
| . ſuſpected 5 


Fr 
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che nation's rights; then Sir Simon appez 


4; peaceably reap the fruit of his many victories, at leaſt that | 
he was to expect nothing but peace and compliance from 


A 


fuſpe X od ns by bayiſhment and Gnes. . 7 ap rate 
His Nephew, John of Britany, Guardian or Lieutmnant, 


The late Guardian, Sir John Cuming, and all who bad laſt 


year ſubmitted with him upon the faith of the above 'con- 
ditions, were ordered to pay three years value of their 


Lands; but Sir Simon Fraſer, Who was one of the noble 
- © patriots excepted laſt year, was, in the year 1395, baniſhed 
by King Edward, not only from. Bei wad. Fes. but | 


likewiſe from France. + . 1 
Sir Simon, in the winning: comrealed.. himkfc r in — 


= North, till next year, that King Robert Bruce aſſerted his 


title to the Crown,and.endeavoured to recover his own and 
ared once more, and 
perhaps Winne much glory, 28 hen he triumphed thrice 


5 his „ 1 1 we find hm at the battle of Na. 


yell along:with him ſo ſoon chereafter 5 
When King Edward flattered himſelf that he. mi abt 


Scotland, which he had thrice over-run by his arms he 


Was informed that Robert Bruce, Earl of Carrick, had af | 
5 t title of King of Scotland, and was crowned at 


It galled him that ſo much blood and treaſure had 
en FDEP in vain. He immediately raiſed a powerful ar- 


| my, which he ſent to Scotland, to cruſh the inſurrection i ut 


the. bud, under the command of Rymer de Valence, Earl 


of Pembroke, with Robert Clifford and Henry Reny, and 


took an oath of the Prince of Wales and the great men of 
the kingdom, that, if he ſhould happen to die in that expe- 


| ditign,j(for be had made a ſolemn vow that he would fol- 


2 his. generals to Scotland, ) that they ſhould not bur- 
ry his body till they obtained a compleat ee over the: 


R dia and that perfidious nation. 
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venge that poſſeſſed the King, and fo all ranks contribited _ 
largely to carry on the war. Nor wete the Scots, fuch as 
adhered'to the Cumings, lefs animated againſt King Robert; 
and theſe were no inconſiderable part of the nation. The 


was affected with the PR” ſpin of th 85 1 


Cumings were diſperſed all over the kingdom ; and their _ 


_ faſt friends, the Earls of March and Angus, the Lord Lorn, 


the Lord Abernethy, the Lord Brechin, the Lord Soles, 


and Duncan M-Dougal, commanded A great part of tho. 
kingdom. 
It was at this dangerous Suite! chat the brave Six | 
Simon, with his loyal brother Sir Alexander Frafer, joined 
King Robert, who, upon the approach of the united forces 
of England, under the command of the Earl of Pembroke, | 
drew together his ſmall army at Methven, upon the river © | 
of Amond, near Perth, where the Engliſh general f urpri= 
4 him in the night, and forced his camp before the Ring þ 
3 could draw up his men“. 
The ſlaughter was not great, becauſe the 10, unerperi- a 
5 chan commonality preſently fled, and wete not purſued 3 
| for the King and the gentry about him ſtood their ground 
' too long, till they were ſurrounded on all fides, and it was 
a wonder that any of them eſcaped. | The heroic, Ring 
was thrice diſmounted from his horſe by the prevailing etic- 
| my, and as often reſcued and replaced in the ſaddle by the | 
incomparable. valour and . of mind of Sir 8 


N Fraſer. | 


Alt length, the Scots cardtry Feng an eye whit one an- 
- altos made one bold and ſucceſsful effort to get through : 
the ſquadrons of the enemy; yet ſeveral of them were ta- 

| ken; namely, Sir . e — Aſctabider Fra- : 
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Stewarts, Earl of Lorn, and by marriage of co⸗heireſses, was portioned 5 5 : 
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fer, 1 David, Fes David. Inchmantinebix 
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Hug h Hay,—and Sir John Somervail. 3 
The gallant Sir Simon eſcaped with the Eing, = of Bin 2 


alone it may. be faid, that he gained three battles in one 
day; ; and i in another, three times preſerved the life of his 
King. For the gallant behaviour of Sir Simon at Meth- ö 
ven, he got the three Crowns added to the Fraiſes, his 


original coat of arms; which has been uſed by his ſucceſ. 


ſors, the Lords of Lovat, and their numeraus Cadets, ſince 
that memorable event. And they muſt be great ſtrangers ; 
to heraldry, who know not that the 3 Crowns were not Lime 
n bearing of the Biſſets. 5 1 
After this battle at Methyen, ſo fatal to i: nation, the | 
loyal party were extremely diſcouraged. The commonal- 
ty retired to their reſpective habitations. The King, with 
about 500 men, eſcaped to Argyleſhire, ta his brother. in- 
law, Sir Niel Campbell; thither Sir Simon Fraſer attended 
him, and was with him at the battle of Dalree, after which 
the Royal cauſe ſeemed quite. undone ; for the King, for 
| want of neceſſaries, could not keep: together the Small party | 


7 5 that had attended him till then. 


Whether Sir Simon parted with him, when 8 was e 5 
ed to ſend his Queen, with the ladies that attended her, 
and his brother, Sir Niel Bruce, to the ſtrong caſtle of Kil- 
drin-my, in Marr, or not, I know not, | But Sir Simon had 5 
the honour to conduct che King t to the north, + and - to be 55 
the principal inſtrument in giving the firſt happy, turn 1 
the affairs af this moſt heroick Prince, which was a noble 
3 to thoſe en triu mph that afterwards adatn- ZH 
ed the reſt of his life. . 
For, after the as had lurked for Coma time in ns hills, 
Sir Simon, wich his friends, joined him in attacking the % 
ile of 1 8 which han took, and d then e „ 
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on's country, to Dingwal; and 90 ak 


caſtle, ſer Sony the King marched through” E urray, a 5 


= the caſtles in his way ſurrendering to him 
It is remarkable, that Sir Simon and Sir Acne Via | 


ſer, his brother, were the only perſons of quality who came 

. . #o the King's affiſtance, before the defeat of Buchan. But be- 
5 fore that time, Sir Simon Fraſer and Sir Walter Logan, of 

_ - the houſe of Reſtalreg, were ſeized by ſome of the adher- 
ents of the Earl of Buchan, who was then the principal 


| man of the Cumings, and were delivered þ tor the a way 
a them in irons to London. F 
Dempſter's words are, * At this time Simon F tio 
1 had conducted King Robert Brdce from the northern parts 
ol Scotland; was taken by the treachery of the Earl of __ 
5 chan, and with many others, put to death at London“ 
Mr Johnſton, in his Heroes Scotia, thus deſcribes the 
rai of Sir Simon and his dear fellow-ſufferer: 1 


Ergo jugum a patria pellere vile nefas, - 

_ Crimen non alia luimus,” Si e crimen in * kit ER 5 
Crimine fit patriam, fit coluiſſe idem 1 
Non Porſenna refert tibi talia prœmia mage 15 

| I e e in hoſte ens: „„ 


The 1 aber of the 435 Chronic can, who may 
A be depended upon, gives this loyal and reſolute patriot, 
the character that he was not only of a fearleſs undaunted 
temper, hut was alſo endowed with all the qualifications of 
A good man, and ſo indefatigable in oppoſition to the ene- 
mies of his country, that for upwards of four years that he 
bee wy 4 . of . N Tees, op Sir ohn 
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Euining; he never ceaſed to harraſs and plague th enemy, x 
2 both by night and by day. . 
Though the Scots authors fo kighty: ettol 1 berele Sir 

simon, the Engliſh do him yet more juſtice. Pryn tells us, f 
that the priſoners who were taken at and after the battle of 
|  Methven, and committed to the Tower of London, put all 
"their confidence in him. And as they knew him to be in- 
vincible in battle, and not to be taken by ſarprize; ſo they. 


be Were confident, that Scotland would never be loft, while 


times to death. 


he was alive. Nay, ſome of them preſumed fo much up- 
on his courage and conduct, that one of them ſaid, he 
would lay down his own head upon the block, when 95 Sh 
mon ſuffered himſelf to be apprehended. 
But how furprized and confounded were they, han, 
ſome time afterwards, the brave Sir Simon was alſo carried 
in chains to the Tower, in the year 1307. King Edward 
Was inexorable- John, Earl of Athole, though allied te 
Hhuimſelf, he preferred to a higher gallows than any of the 
reſt. King Robert's brothers, Niel, Thomas, and Alexan- 
der Bruces; ; his brother-in-law, Sir Chriſtopher Seaton— 
John Seaton, brother to Sir Chriſtophet—Walter Logan— 
Herbert Norham— Thomas Bois, and Adam Wallace, 
brother to the . Sir ee wete al 12 5 at Uſſercht : 


3 


But the ſentence . on Sir OE was 15 5 more 
euere than on theſe. He was kept in fetters while iti the 


Tower, and on the day of execution, he was dragged through 


| the ffreets as 2 traitor; hatiped on « high pibbet as a chief, 
ahi lis head cut off as a murderer. Then his body, after be- 


_ ing 20 days in Uerifioh, fixed to a wooden horſe, was at Jaft 
conſumed in à fire, and His head plated near that of Sir 
„ William Wallace; on the bridge of London 1/4 
Than which, in his own opinion, I dare ſay his mercileſs 
| enemies 0 go him no greater ROnour „ 1 x. 

| 51 5 . e ; 


3 
. 


. Tr UI. p. 1726. | | | 
4 The Lord Chief Juſtice of England, with dignity, remonſtrated to 
King Edward, That he had no NON, to put po of war to 


death: But 1 in vain! 


. ; 


© 39 3 | | 
| He was ne EP, in i the 49th year of his age. He left. a 3 8 
; 3 Margaret, married afterwards to the Laird of 
N Simon his heir, and Andrew and James his 
Sir Simon Faber, 1 — 5 the 3 3 bea Lk | 
5 patriot, was not 20 years of age at his father's death; Jet, 
young as he was, as ſoon as he heard of his father's being | 
priſoner, he immediately repaired to the King, to prevent | 
his friends and followers from deſerting the royal ſtandard, 
as was the cuſtom then, and continues to be with the High- 
landers, upon the loſs of their chieftain. And though King 
| Robert's affairs were in a very precarious ſituation ; yet, 
neither the untimely death of his noble father, nor the ter- 
rifying oppoſition he had in view, did, in the leaſt degree, 
5 diſcourage him from treading in the ſteps of his loyal and 
as illuſtriaus father, and purſuing ſteadily what he had ſo 
| much at heart, the recovering the honour and independen- 
5 ey of his country. And as he could not place before him 
ae fitter pattern in any thing that was good and great, —ſo 
be proved to be a ſon every way worthy of ſuch a father, 
uho invariably purſued the deſign of maintaing the dignity 
and honour of the crown, and the liberty and indepen- 
dency of Scotland, ul at laſt it was crowned with Luce 
eeſs. , 
As the een of the teenie. 55 
Sir Simon, and Sir Alexander Fraſer, who were the King's 
kinſmen, ſays Mr Barber, + was what the King moſt truſt. 
ed to, when he reſolved to go North; and, as Sir Simon 
had the honour to he the principal inſtrument in giving 
the firſt favourable turn to the royal cauſe in the north, by 
taking the caſtles of Inverneſs and Dingwall, —ſo it was a 
. ann N to Ns to be deprived of ſo. - 
> | ey WE 1 
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. Ne 1⁵ 5 | 
| Ficat ad cri * e When the gallant 


Sir Simon . into 15 ng we the Earl ap N 's | 


- friends: . 
But the nt of ki6'y young. fon ata | his e dit iſpirited 
mien de, and kept them together. He conftantly attended 
the King, while he continued in theſe parts, and gave early 
proofs of his valour at the battle of Inverury, where the 
joint forces of the rebellious Cumings, and their numerous 
adherents, were totally defeated, and thereby OR whote - 
north was reduced to the King s obedience. . 

Mr Barber, though in every other reſpect a very wales = 
ble author, yet is ſo unchronogical, that it is not eaſy to | 
diſtinguiſh, by him, betwixt the one Sir Simon and the o- 
ther; for he all along calls Sir Simon, Sir Alexander's bro- | 


: ther; whereas, the one was his brother Who firſt joined 


Mr Barber ſometimes joins both tog 


5 the King in the North; the. other Sir Simon, Who went 
South with him, was the nephew | of Sir . ak And 
Mr Cray. 


ford ſpeaks without book, when he ſays, — Sir Alexan- 


der Fraſer gare the firſt turn to the King's affairs in the 
North. 1 would not chuſe to derogate from the one of 
thoſe eminently great patriots, to add to the other; cacti 
had a ſufficient ſtock of merit of his own; nor does either 
of them ſtand in need of any borrowed luſtre. _ _ 
Sir Alexander Fraſer, as was above hinted, was talen | 
| priſoner by che Engliſh at Methven, and continued in the 
enemies hands, till Sir John Douglaſs having, by his bravery; . 
defeat two different bodies of the Engliſh, retook him and 
Bir Thomas Randolph. Sir Alexander Fraſer being at li- 
berty, returned North; and no fooner did the King come 
to thoſe urs ver he 292 4 I - Mt - para Dy are ef 
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Fan waux his powe ver mair and mairz 


And he thot weill that he wou'd fair: 
Oule our the Month with his menzee z; 


5 
. - 


Neg 
S 


To luk quha that his frind wuld be. e 
: J 8 


8. 4 


And his brodyr Simon that twa a 
15 He had—Myſtere weile we ma. 
And ierwards he fins | "ne 
And turn we till the Noble King, e 
" That with the folk of bis lad ing . 
Towart the month has tane his ways „„ 8 
Right ſtoutly and till good arrayz no 


And alſo his brodyr Simon et, „„ 
Wich all the folk they with them has 


He traiſtyt, for that loſyngs wer, 9 


Quhar Alyſander Fraſer him met, 


The King good countenance them maidy „ 


3 


5 That was right blythe of their A 8 


22 7 


"After defeating the Earl of Buchen and his en 


at Old Meldrum, or Inverury, the north was reducel hc 


the =—_ 5 E Barber, 


The north country al haillilie, 
Obeyed to his ſeinyorie; 


$ 


So that the North the Month was nane; 4 . 5 
But they his men were commion VE ane. 1 


RT TE this Sir 1 and his friends PETR Couch 


With the King, and was with him at the ſiege of the caſtles. 
of Forfar and Buchan.4 But his Highneſs being, it ſeems; 


2 


J Barber's Life of King Robert Bruce; 


7 : 
3% 7 4 
* Was 


unwilling to loſe men and time, in mere ſieges, and deſiring 


AT 


1 of the lands poſſeſſed by the Cu | 
mings and their allies, his inveterate enemies, he march- 
ed ſtraight to the ſhire of Argyle, where the Lord Lorn, a 
near relation of the Cumings, endeavoured. to obſtruct his 
progreſs, by poſting 2000 men on a high mountain, over 
which it was neceſſary the army ſhould paſs. But the King, 
having got notice of his deſign, ſent a ſtrong detachment 
under the command of Sir James Douglas, Sir Alexander 

Fraſer, and Sir Andrew Grey, 5 with orders to fetch a cir- 
cuit about, and by this means to. get-up the hill, by ways | 

the enemy had not taken care to guard. - 7, 
The ftratagem ſucceeded, . and the Highlanders found : 
themſelves charged, both by that detachment and the main 
body of the King's army. The Maſter of Lorn, John of 
Argyle, having ſeen his men cut to pieces, fled and eſcaped 
by ſea into England; ſo that his father was forced to give 
up both his own perſon, and his e caſtle of Punt 4 
nage, to the King's mercy. . — 
Sir Simon Fraſer, after this, fared. Ph: 1 with ; 
| great valour and fidelity, in all the leſſer victories he 


| obtained, and had the honour to ſignalize his gouragy and 


| 9 in * n battle of Bannockburn. = „ 


BATTLE or PANNOCEBURN. | 


King Edward II. brins picqued and knre' at the con- | 
tinual ſucceſs of King Robert, in Scotland, and the repeat- _ 
ed inroads and devaſtations made by him 1 in the North of 
England, was reſolved, with one blow, quite to undo a na- 
tion that had put ſo many ſignal affronts on his father and 
himſelf. He therefore ſummoned all the forces his domi- 
nions could raiſe, and came to York in May 1314. York- 
ſhire ſupplied him with gooo __ and all GE reſt of hr 5 

land i in — e 8 | 
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1 Archdeacon Barber. 
1 wid. 
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"ms entered Scotlaud with an army ſo great, ihr the 
like was never ſeen before nor ſince that time, in Britain. 


Boethius fays, it conſiſted of more chan 390,000 men, of all 
nations, that were either ſubjeCt to, or in friendſhip with 


the King of England: namely, Engliſh, Welſh, Iriſh, 


Gaſcons, Flemings, Dutch, &c. and that from all parts of 
the Continent, as well as England, huge numbers came 
down upon Scotland, as to a country which, as a reward bf 
their certain victory, and undoubted conqueſt, tliey were to 
i among themſelves, and tranſmit to their poſterity,* 


On the other hand, the Scots army conſiſted of no more 


than 30,000 men; but they were all well appointed, advan- 
tageouſſy poſted, fluſhed with ſucceſſes, hardened with con- 
tinual uſe of war, and who carried all their hopes of life, 


. - liberty, and honour, on the points of their doc and ww 


| 1 headed by a leader worth multitudes. 


He took up his ground within two miles of the Cattle of | 


Seit behind a ſmall brook, called Bannockburn; and 
to render the paſſage, which in ſummer was eaſy, as dan- 
gerous to the enemy as could be, he. cauſed deep pits and 
trenches to be made ; in theſe he planted ſharp ſtakes, and 


0 artfully covered them over with green turfs, that the ad- 
voaneing enemy could not diftinguiſh them from ſolid ground. 


Thus was his front guarded againſt the firſt onſet of the 


Engliſh horſe; z on one fide, he was flanked by inacceſſible 


rocks, and on the other with a ſpot of mooriſn e 


And having ſpent the night preceding the battle in prayer, 


he made the whole army receive the ſacrament of the 
Lord's Supper; and in the morning, when they advanced 


towards the enemy, the] whole army fell on their knees to 
implore the bleſſing of heaven. The approaching enemy 
ſeeing this, concluded that the Scots were frighted into a 
' ſubmiſſion, and that by this humble poſture, they meant to 


7 aſk mercy andbeg their lives, but they were ſoon undeceived.f 
. . =>: 97 ee, 


85 . Jock Holingſhead, and all our Hiſtorians. 
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The ag commanded the main body ß his 8 Ed. 
ward Bruce, the right wing ; and his nephew Thomas Ran- 


dolph the left. The battle began on the left, to which the 


light of the Engliſh advanced with great ſwiftneſs; but be- 
fore they could come to a cloſe engagement, great num- 

bers of the Engliſh fell headlong into the ditches placed in 

their way. This occaſioned an uniyerſal ſurpriſe and diſorg- 


| er, which Thomas Randolph improved to good purpoſe. 


As the King was leading on the main body, one Sir ; 
1 Richard Bohem, who knew him, thinking to determine 
the fate of the day all at once, made a ſudden paſs with a 


ſpear at his body; but the King waved it with great dexte- 


Tity, and coming up to him, laid him dead on the ſpot with 


a ſtroke of his halberd ; which ſo animated the Scots, that 


in a moment they fell upon, and broke through the ene- 
my's ranks. Great valour was ſeen on both ſides. At 
length the Engliſh gave way, having received at this time, 


the greateſt overthrow they ever ſuſtained,* having loſt no 


leſs than 50,000, killed either i in the field of battle, or in 
the chace, and among theſe many of the firſt rank. King 
| Edward narrowly. eſcaped. Some Engliſh acknowledge, 
that after this defeat, the Engliſh became ſo diſheartened, ' 
| that A hundred of them would fly from three Scots ſoldiers. _ 
King Robert ordered Sir James Douglas, with 400 horſe, 


to purſue King Edward; andit is certain they had: overtaken 


him, had not Patrick Dunbar, Earl of March, received him f 
into his caſtle of Dunbar, which Sir James was not in 


caſe to beſiege, but waited betwixt that and Berwick, hop- 


ing to intercept him. But King Edward, to avoid this dan- 
ger went aboard a fiſher's boat, and got to Berwick by ſeat t 
By this Aae e . d June, 2 3d 1314, the 
| 93 © kingdom 


* wick Book ad. 
+ Walſingham, p. 186. Kachard. 
2 Abercromby, and other Hiſtorians, . 


1 tate, but likewiſe of the caſtle and fort of Lovat. 9 


4; | 


GA» 


| kingdom of Sette was not only recovered, but the Mo. 


narchy reſtored to its ancient 12 805 and independent. 
Nate.  - 
Nowy it was, that the Kul het? to RE the loyalty 5 


and merit of ſuch of his ſubjects as had deſerved beſt at 


his hands; and few having a better title to his favour of 
countenance, or that had a greater ſtock of both perſonal 
and family merit, than Sir Simon Fraſer, he beſtowed u- 
pon him many charters of lands in the North; ſome of . 
them upon his own reſignation ; for we find that even be- 
fore this, he had a great intereſt in the north, from the ſea- 
ſonable aſſiſtance his father and he afforded the King, when | 


” he retired north after the battle of Methven. 


But, beſides the lands he formerly poſſeſſed in 555 
ſhire, he was made Conſtable of the fort of Lovat, and 
the Conſtabulary of the caſtle of Elgin was beſtowed by 
the King on Sir Patrick Graham, who was Conſtable of 


Lovat, and, even in John Biſſets time, deſigns himſelf of 


Lovat, which I take to be the reaſon why Sir Simon, or 
his father, did not deſign themſelves of Lovat before this 


time; and therefore, their cotemporary writers did not give 


them that title ; and later writers have fancied, that it was 


| only at that time that this Sir Simon ſettled at Lovat, the- 
contrary of which I think evident from what has been relat- 


ed, and willbe evident to any that reads the life of King Ro- 


bert the Bruce, by Mr Barber. Sir Simon was now in poſe 125 


ſeſſion, not only of the greateſt part of Sir John Biſſet's eſ⸗ 
But his Majeſty's bounty did not ſtop here to Sir Simon; 5 
but, as a diſtinguiſhing mark of his favour, he married him 
to his niece, Julia Roſs, daughter to Hugh Earl of Roſs, 
. i Bruce, the King's . whole true name was 
Sinclair 


5 1 Houſ: of Ls . 85 . < Fs | 
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e, but took that of Roſs, from the country they pol⸗ 

ſeſſed. | 
But, beſides all this, the Var beſlowed? on him ſeveral 

other lands in the ſhires of Kincardine and Forfar, There 
is marked in the rolls of King Robert the Firſt, a Charter 

 dilefto et fidelo ſuo Simoni Fraſer milite, of the lands of Bro- 

therton and Innerbervy, in the ſhire of Kincardine, Which 
before that belonged to Sir Edmund Haſtings, an Engliſh- 8 

man, who adhered to his countrymen, and ſo loſt the very 
conſiderable eſtate he had in Scotland.“ 


But, beſides all this, the King, for ſome Atinguiſhed 


piece of ſervice, gave Sir Simon the lands of Kinnell, in 
the ſhire of Forfar, and from thence he came to 105 com- 


| monly called. the Knight of Kinnell. 


Sir Simon adhered cloſely to King Kobert Bruce, tl he 
delivered his country and Crown, not only from fubjection 
and conqueſt, but alſo from the leaſt ſhadow or ground of 
= fo much as a claim, or after · pretenſion to ſuperiority over 
a0 and, notwithſtanding the almoſt inſuperable difficulties > 
he met with in the beginning, he made King Edward 


the Firſt know, at his death, that he died neither the fupe- 


rior, nor conqueror of Scotland; and the injuries done by 


the father, he retaliated upon his unfortunate ſon, King 
Edward the Second, and forced no leſs than a Parliamen- 
tary acknowledgment from the grandſon of King Edward 

the Firſt, that the reigns of his father and grandfather had 
| been calamitous, by reaſon of their claim to. ſuperiority oF 
ver Scotland, and that the Crown King Robert Wore, Was 


and ought to be imperial and independent. 


King Robert the Bruce died the 7th of June 1 329, 1 LTET 
ſucceeded by his only ſon David, a child but of 8 years old. 


As Sir Simon continued firm and unſhaken f in his fideli- 


ty 


am 


* Ibid. Genealagy of the Stewarts, p. 3 C x 55h 
+ Anceſtor to chat able ſtateſman and ſoldier, Earl Moira. 
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ty to King Robert, ſo be was no leſs firm in his went 1 


ſteady adherence to King David his ſon, and ſucceſſor in 
the throne; for, upon the invaſion of Edward Baliol, ſon 
of John Baliol, ſometime King of Scotland, he repairs 
with his friends and TE to . 8 5 ſet 05 


: at Perth. 


He was at the unfortunate . of Doplin, where the 


Engliſh army ſurpriſed them in the night time, by the trea- 
chery of Tulibarden, who directed the enemy to the foord 


of the river Ern, and where fo many brave Scotſmen fell, 


and among the reſt Sir Alexander Fraſer and many of his 
friends, who performed the part of a brave and vigilant of- 
ficer, being one of the few that were awake, when by far 


the greateſt part were ſleeping ; + and though he performed = 
wonders at the head of his followers, and ſuch others as he 


_ could draw together; yet he was overpowered 8 emer, 


2 


bers, and ſlain, the 3d of Auguſt 1332. | 7 
After this defeat, our hiſtorians ſay the Pretetier 480 5 

Perch, and was ſoon thereafter on the 27th of. September, 

crowned at Scoon, and then marched ſouth, carrying all be- 


fore him; but ſtill the majority of the nation remained un- 


daunted; and Sir Simon Fraſer, having eſcaped from Dup- . 
lin, ſoon gathered together his friends and vaſlals, commund- 
ed by himſelf and his brothers Andrew and James Fraſers, 
and, together with Robert Keith, ſon to Sir Robert killed 


at Duplin, and Alexander Lindſay, were the moſt forward. 


| They rendevouzed near Perth, and had the good ſucceſs to | | 
retake it after a vigorous defence; the Earl of Fife the Go- 
vernor, with his lady and children, were ſent priſoners to 


the Caſtle of Kildrummy i in Mar, and Andrew b ee Ie = 
Tulibarden was publickly executed. 1 a 5 
About this time, the Pretender, Lord Edward Baliol, «ky 


at 85 1285 * e ee where he N him- 
| | ſelf 


+ Boethius, Buchanan, Ke. 


ok 48 ) 
| felt 95 ſecure, 5 intended to ow A merry Chriſtmas, of 


which the Scots chiefs having intelligence, Sir John Ran- 


dolph Earl of Murray, ſon to the great Thomas, the regent, 


Archibald Douglas Lord of Galloway, and Sir Simon Fra- 


ſer t, at the head of 1000 horſe, attacked and ſurpriſed the 
enemy, and put moſt of them to the ſword ; the Pretender 
' eſcaped with great difficulty on horſeback, without either 
ſaddle or bridle l, but that young and valiant Lord Henry 
Baliol his brother was killed on the ſpot, the 2 ha * 
cember 1332. | 
Thus theſe brave Scots . ee in one 5 with : 
one blow, and the bravery of 1000 horſe, the repeated loſſes 
of five months; and in this manner, and in ſo ſhort a time, 
did the Lord Edward Baliol win and loſe his crown. 
During theſe tranſactions the young King David ws his 
Queen Jean, were ſent by theſe noble patriots to the Caſ- 
tle of  Dunbarton, that was believed to be impregnable, 
where they were kept in ſafety by the brave Sir Malcom 
Fleming the'governor, till after the battle of Bellen Wl | 


- chat he conveyed them to France. 


King Edward purpoſes to invade 3 Bi 2 3 


Po army. The Scots were not behind with him in their pre- 


| parations. As the King of England intended to befiege 
Berwick, commanded by the brave Sir Alexander Seton 


for the Scots, as the Caſtle was by the Earl of March— 


ſo the Scots reſolved: to force the Engliſh to raiſe the ſiege. 
Both armies came in view of each other on the 19th of Ju- 
ly: The Engliſh left their camp and poſted themſelyes ſo ad- 

 vantageouſly on Hollydown-hill, a little weft of Berwick, 

that one man would be an over-match for four; yet not- 
withſtanding of this advantageous fituation, no reaſon could 
prevail with Lord n an e commanded the. - 
| | Scots 


4 Mejor, lib. 4. | 
” Al our e (Buchanan, lb, 9. 3 


Scote in thief, to 8 ds them; * Rando] Joh 5 
n of Murray was unluckily fick at this time. 1 
The Scots army moved in fout great bodies. In the van 
were theſe Lords: John Murray, Who commanded i in place 
of John Randolph, Sir Simon Fraſer, and his two brothers, 
Andrew and James Reginald Cheyne, Patrick Graham, 
John Grant, James Carliſle, Patrick Parker, Robert Cald- 
cotes, Philip Meldrum, Thomas and Gilbert Wiſemans, * 
dam Gordon, James Gramont, Robert Brady, Hugh Par- 
2 _ ker, with 4⁰ knights 1 new w dubbed, 600 men at t arms, 300 
5 commons. 17 - 
In the firſt. no as the Gon 1 young Robert | 
Lord High Stewart, afterwards King, Sir James Stewart, 
Fail of Monteith, his uncle William Douglas, David-Lind-. 
ſay, Malcom F leming, William Keith, Duncan Campbell, 
with 30 batchelors new dubbed, And, in the ſecond divi- 
ion, James Stewart of Coldam, Adam Stewart, William A- | 
YF- 8 William Morrice, William Erſkin, Adam Mur- 
ray, Walter Fitzgilbert, John Shaton, and Robert Walker; 5 
this ſecond body conſiſted of 700 men at arms, 1700 Com. 
moners. In the third body, were Hugh Earl of Roſs, Ken- 
neth Earl of Sutherland, the Earl of Strathern, William 
Kirley, John Camron, Gilbert Hay, William Ramſay, Wil- 
liam Gordon, &c. with 40 knights new dubbed, I men | 
at arms, and 15000 commoners.. . 1 
In the fourth body, Lord Archibald Ne ads 
| er in chief, the Earl of Lenox, Alexander Bruce, Earl of 
| Carrick, John Cambell, ſon to the brave Sir Neil Campbell 
of Lochow, Robert Sternlaw, William Vipont, Robert 
Lawder, John Lindſay, Alexander Graham, David Weems, 
Michael Scot, Thomas Bois, Roger Mortimer, William 
Umphraville, Thomas Vans, William Lundie, with 30 bat⸗ 
chelors, 9⁰⁰ men at arms, and 10000 commoners. _ - 
5 | VV 8 
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on 


F 


2 —*—- — 


CFP ˙ ˙» oeremo a oyeC ton, 
* - 
1 


„ 


| Beſides theſe, the Earl of Dunbar, Sir Alexander kn — 
and the town of Berwick had 550 men at arms, and 10, 80 
foot; ſo that the whole army, according to the Engliſh | 


account, amounted to npwards of 69,000. J However, 
they were far inferior to the Engliſh army 3 yet they would 


fight, and did fo with their uſual bravery, but to their ir- 
fretrivable loſs; for they were overwhelmed with the diſtant - 
= ſhot of two great bodies of archers, which King Edward 


- Planted defignedly i in the front of the army; ; ſo that great 
5 nümbers of the Scots were rendered uſeleſs before 'they 


could get. vp; the hill or come to blows. And when at 
length they Fame 1 up the hill, fatigued and breathleſs as 
they were; 75 it was no hard taſk to bear down the foremoſt : 

Sy from the DRE ground, 2nd theſe falling 1 i 7 0 the 


| aks, diſordered the whole. 
5 The Scots, i in ſhort, were entirely routed 3 and FI 14. 
| _ to their misfortune, their pages and ſervants, with whom 


5 they left their horſes, ſeeing how matters went, run away 
with the horſes to ſave themſelyes, and left their maſters | 
| ; deſtitute ; between Io and 14000 were killed on the ſpot ; 0 


— —u— P 


al among theſe, the Earls of Roſs, Sutherland, Carrick, A- 


thole, Lennox, Monteith, 3 Stewarts, Sir Simon Fraſer and 


his two brothers, Sir John Graham, Sir Duncan Camp at 


| and the General himſelf, Who, on this occaſion, gave ſuch. 
7 proofs of his courage, as, had it not been fatal to his count» 


| Ty, would haye enobled his memory. + 


Thus, the brave Sir Simon, and his two bauen; fighting | 


bravely i in the ſervice of their country and lawful Sove- 


, Teign, were killed i in this memorable battle, the 19th of Ju- 


_ ly 1333, in the 46th year of Sir Simon's age* He had iſ- 


. 9 


20d Janet, who were All that came to age of his ben . 


= 1 e Aberteenby, Gece - Td e 1 
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_ fue by Julia 1 daughter to o Hugh, Earl of nb; vy Ma- x 
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Tie Sir "IRE Fraſer and his. father, being the firſt of 
thiir luftrious family who ſettled in the Aird, it. is from 
them, and particularly from the great Sir Simon, that the 
Lairds of Lovat have been always ealled by the Highlan- 
ders Mac- Shim or Magſbimi; that is, Simſon or the ſon of 
Simon; and Mac- Shimi- Mor, that 3 is, the ſon or deſcendant 
of the great Sams i. | 

And it is by this well 5 5 cuſtom i. in 9 5 1 Ks 
1 85 05 the chiefs of clans, and the chieftians or heads of old 

families, and no other but theſe, have a patronimical deſig- | 
nation, taken either from the name of the firſt founder of 
the family, or of one of the moſt remarkable predeceſſors of 
the family. Thus, in the Gaelic or Erſe, the Duke of Ar- 
gyle is called Mac-Calan, that i iS, the ſon of Colin, or Mac- 
Calan- More, the ſon of the great Colin, as being lineally 


> deſcended from Sir Colin Campbell of Lochow, who was fa. 


mous in the reign of King Alexander the third. Thus Lord 
5 Seaforth i is called Mac-Cennich, i. e. the ſon of Kenneth, 
and Lochiel i is called Mac Dboil. dia, i i. e. the fon of Black | 
h Donald, & c. & q 
IJ 0o Sir Simon, who was killed at Follydown-bil HL 
= ed his ſon, Sir Simon, who was under age at his father's 
death. This Sir Simon, the ath of that name at Lovatz 
treading i in the footſteps of his noble anceſtors, adhered to 
David with the ſame firmneſs and fidelity his grandfather 
had done to King Robert. 5 
His mother, and uncle, William Earl of Roſs, took the 


nk care of his education. This good lady lived at 


Kirkhill, when her ſon came to be of age; ſhe ſpent much 
of her time in piety, virtue, and charity; ſhe contributed 8 
liberally to the building and beautifying the monaſtry of 

Beaulie, and intended to build a ſtone bridge over the ri- 
ver, and, for that end, began to fourid a pier of large ſtonesz 
Which 1 is Rill t to 5 ſeen i in the river, called in the N ; 


1 


11 Memoirs 5 the Houſe of Lon, M9: 
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of the boititrs; Carn-naFantiern; 4 % che ladies cairn or 


| heap. But death per ac the execution ONE "this ww : 


and good work. 


The firſt. appearance Sir Simon he was with his un- - 


| cle William, Earl of Roſs, in the 1339. Robert, Lord 
High Steward, was choſen ſole Regent after the death of 
Andrew Murray of Bothwel; and being ſeconded by many 


noble patriots, obtained erer victories in different ſkir- 


miſhes over the Engliſh. But the Town of Perth, becauſe 
of its numerous garriſon, ſtrong walls, and ſituation in the 
heart of the kingdom, was a great eye ſore to him. He 
therefore reſolved to be maſter of it, coſt what it would. 
And, therefore, as ſoon as the ſeafon permitted, he called 
together the patriots who had ſupported him formerly, and 
among the reſt, the Earl of Rofs ; they inveſted” Perth on 
all ſides with a powerful army, divided into four great bo- 
dies, commanded by the Lord High Steward, Patrick, Earl 


of March, William, Earl of Roſs, and Maurice Moubray, 


ſer gave ſuch ſignal and early proofs of his valour, as raiſs 
ed in his friends an expectation, that he would prove i fon 


worthy of ſuch a father, and grandfather, and made him 


ſoon after be taken notice of, as one of abilites beyond his 
years ; for he was not 20 years of age atthe ſiege of Perth. 


j 


Lord of Clydſdale.* It was here that young Sir Simon Fra- 


- But though all the officers who commanded at this ſiege : 


did all they could do in their reſpective poſts, yet the town 
was ſo well fortified, and the Englith garriſon was ſo ſtrong, 


that after ſix weeks ſpent in continual action, to the much 


greater loſs of the beſiegers than of the beſieged, they were 
reſolved to raiſe the ſiege; till the Earl of Roſs, having 
found means to divert the water e N 2 had ad- 
Fe  Vanced 


* 
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860 to che foot of che wall, upon which the Engliſh Go. 
wende thought fit to ſurrender. © 
After this, they beſieged and took the Caſtle of Stirling, 

pe: ſoon thereafter took the Caſtle'of Edinburgh, by ſtra- 
tagem; in which Sir Simon Fraſer had a principal hand. 
Before I relate the account given by our hiſtorians of that 
time, l muſt obſerve, that Boethius, and Major, who follows 
him, calls him Walter Fraſer, but Froiſſart, who lived at that 
time, and Buchanan, calls him Simon. Crawfurd, in the life 


of Sir Alexander, would have him to be Sir William Fraſer 9 


of Cowie, the Lord Chamberlaine”s ſon, and anceſtor to Lord 
Saltown ; but in order to this, he is forced to contrrdict all 
our hiſtorians. As we have obſerved already, of the two gal- 
lant brothers, Sir Simon and Sir Alexander, had each ſuffi. 
cientimerit of his own, without. derogating from the merit * . 
any other; ſo it holds true of Sir William Fraſer. He was 
ſo diſtinguiſhed for fidelity and loyalty to his couſin, King 
David, in the worſt of times; that he ſtood in need of no 
borrowed luſtre, by aſcribing to Kum the N - his 
1 couſin, Sir Simon. | 
The manner of taking the Caſtle of Edinburgh, 1s. a 
by our hiſtorians with very little variation. Buchanan 86 
account of it is as follows : One Walter Currie, a merchant, 
had a ſhip, load with wine and proviſions, at Dundee; Sir 
William Douglas, Lord of Lidelſdale. ſent for him to come 
to the Forth, with his ſhip; and having communicated his 
deſign to William Bullock, an Engliſhmen, gained over by _ 
Sir William Douglas to the Scots intereſt, Currie pretends 
to be an Engliſhman, and brought ſome bottles of fine wine, 
and other ſmall preſents, to the Governour of the To: 
and aſked of him, as a favour, thathe might be allowe 
depoſit of the reſt of his proviſions there, as in a place of 
ſafety, and to let him know, if he or the garriſon ſtood in 
need of any thing, and that he would cheerfully ſupply 
them to the mot of Hy power. The en order- 


e — . ]— ee IIA — I 


Cs 


ed him to bring ſome hogſheads of wine, and a . of 


| biſkets to him, and promiſed him acceſs whenever he pleaſed, 


wiſhing him ſucceſs. Currie told that he would come early 


in the morning, for fear of being diſcovered by the Scots; 


Douglas, and twelve choſen men, whom he had picked 

out that night, having put on ſailors habits above their ar- 

mour, advanced towards the Caſtle, carrying the proviſions 
and having placed their friends in ambuſh, as near the Caſ= 


tle as they could, they defired them to wait the ſignal. Sir 


William Douglas and Sir Simon Fraſer, having advanced 
a little before the reſt, they ordered them to follow them 


at due diſtance. Douglas and Fraſer being admitted by 


5 the porter, within the paliſadoes, or outward rampart, and 
bbſerving that the keys of the gate hung over his arm, they 


immediately diſpatch him, and without any noiſe, open 


both the garriſon fand thoſe that lay in ambuſh 3..and * 
while both parties run to- the gate, the Scots threw down 
ttheir burdens in the very entry of the gate, to prevent the 
gates being ſhut, before the Scots could climb up the ſteep 


aſceent they had to come to the Caſtle. After a ſharp en- : 
. gagement of great Naughter on both ſides, the garriſon ſur- 


rendered, having been W killed on the ſpot, gk the G. 
vernour and fix men“. 
Sir Simon was Rk the comb of. thoſe ae 


who ſuffered the greateſt hardſhips in defending their coun- 


the gate to their friends. To whom, as they had agreed 
they gave the fignal, by blowing a horn, This alarmed . 


2 


try for ſeveral years, without any aſſiſtance from their 


King. Ar length, having agreed to a truce with the Eng- 
liſh for four months, about the year 1 341, upon condition, 


that if King David did not come to them by the month of 
of May thereafter, they ſhould ſubmit to the King of Eng- N 
land. 00 2 8 5 all our hiſtorians till Pa: ke In- | 


Fs 


e hg. Boetins, Major, W-- 
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— 
Edward at the head of numerous armies, and in the heart 
of their country, ſnould now think of ſo mean terms, when 


they had retaken all the forts in the kingdom, except Ber- 
wiek and Roxburgh. Beſides, that there is no mention of 55 
any ſuch truce, either in ee or a en ee Os | 


Engliſh, or Frenoh. - ' - 5 


But be this as it will, it is certain he! nation 48 ns 
| 1 0 to call home the King from France; and it is as cer- 
tain, that Froiſsart who was in Scotland, and in the Court 
of King David, tells us, that Sir Simon Fraſer was one of - 


| 1 four, who went for and brought home the King. 


Sir Simon, after the King 8 n, waited almoſt con- 


dy on him. Th „ 75 


At the anforrmaagt bitels f N ee 1 
tion, Sir Simon Fraſer was wounded. He came North and 
was cured of his wound, but died ſoon thereafter at Lovat 


unmarried, in the 25th year of his age in February 1347, 


according to the ane now wo and was ae at Pom | 


| we it 


He was DE 15 nie boch Hugh Fraſer of 1 


= 


rd or dominus de Lovat, as he is deſigned in ſeveral: au- 


thentick deeds, and in the archieves of the family. He was 
but young at his brother's death. He was ſerred ee re- 


wr to his father in the year 1349  _ 1 
He treaded in the footſteps of his noble prede 


. ad adhered firmly both to King David and his dure 2 

and nephew King Robert. But the character given of him 

by my author, ſhows, that he was not in all points fit for 

a a courtier of the age he lived in. He was a man of great 

vivacity and ſprightlineſs, ſull of courage and reſolution. 
He diſdained mean compliance even in the King's preſence. 

He could maintain what he TON and op what he 

; 1 15 „„ | 5 | 
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| l e FE” 4 juſt however rn Glagreealle 5 
But he had ſuch an abſolute command of his paſſions, and 


ſuch an evenneſs of temper, that he was | comparnd, to, the 
| ſea, that never ebbs or flows *. _  - | 
I apprehend-it was partly owing to his pouihy Eg _ 5 


to the untimely fate of his elder brother, as well as of his | 


father and grandfather, that he was not ſent up as one f 
the hoſtapes for the ranſom of King David, who had been 
taken priſoner at the battle of Durham in the year 1346, 


with the other great men of e who went to England 


upon that occaſion. 
he firſt time 1 end him ain on . Wide of 1 
vp that of holding ſome part of his eſtate of the Epiſcopal ſee 
of Murray. He did his homage in the church of Elgin, the 
2 day of September 1367, for the lands of Kirtarlaty: and 
the Eſs or Linn, and his part of the fiſhing of the water af 
- Forne, in preſence of Sir William de Keith, Mariſchal of 
Scotland, Thomas Prior of Phiſcardin, Andrew de Barc- 
- yy Lord or laird of Guirntilly, ue Joy Dans, lard 0 or 
wu of Carditte fo | 
Upon the death af King David Bade! Reg died. in tithe 
Caſtle of Edinburgh without iflue, the 22d of February 
1377, Robert Steward his e pl his dan, Nr | 


Bruce, ſucceeded him. | 
Hugh Fraſer of Lovat tepained bs Perch, b aſſiſted. at ” 

the ſolemnity of the coronation the 27th March; and at the 
5 Parliament that met then at Perth. William Earl of Roſs, 


uncle to Lovat, was in as high a degree of favour at Court; 
for he was both mb and nn in 8 to che new 
gs Robert II f. gre | 

For ſome years dufore” 115 ee to a e he 
had yet ge Roſs, e to peeps Earl of 


Roſe; — 
NF Memivirs of the family FL V 5 
5 Geneaology of the royal family of Scotland, page 5 * - Os 
© Oe Pe Ro ny fo of Scotland. En 


. e . 
b Sol? ; 0 Hugh Earl of Roſs had mand 58 his l 55 


Wife, Jean Stewart, the Lord High Stewart, Walter the 4th's 


daughter, by Alice Erſkine daughter to Sir John Erſkine ; | 
and this lady Jean Stewart, was mother to William En of 
| Roſs, and ſiſter to King Robert the II 5. | 

While the public ſtate of the kingdom was bade 
with perpetual wars with England, ſeveral looſe people 
in the North, particularly ſome of the Earl of Roſs's vaſſals, 
laying hold of a conjuncture ſo favourable, committed the 
the greateſt outrages; to ſuppreſs which Lovat was ſent 


North with an ample commiſſion, as the King's lieutenant || ; | 


the firſt commiſſion that was given of this kind to any in 


the North. And being bred, and having formed his way _ | 
of thinking in the more ſouthern and 'moſt civilized parts 


of the kingdom, he not only. conteived the laudable idea, 
but, in virtue of his commiſſion, by reiterated exertions, gave 
an effectual check to levying war, without legal authority * 
for the ſake of booty. The family from this time, by rea- 


ſon of their local ſituation, came by degrees to act their 


parts on a leſs public ſtage. We ſhall therefore continue 

theſe annals by a genealogical tree, on an extended. ſcale, 

| ſyſtematically arranged, with notes ſufficiently copious to 
tranſmit their future tranſactions worthy of record; and 

occaſionally thoſe of ſuch families as they have had the 
honour to form connections with by marriage: which will 

anſwer the double purpoſe of 8 down their 3 

_ gy and biography * „ ; | | 
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